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Notes On Anti-Eternal Torment,  
Pro-Annihilationism “Proof-Texts”  

 
BTW—death is not ceasing to exist, but separation.  Spiritual death is the separation of 
the person from God (Ephesians 2:1ff); physical death is the separation of the soul/spirit 
from the body; and the second death is separation from God forever in hell.  Those who 
are “dead” are certainly not annihilated in Ephesians 2:1-3; Luke 15:24, etc.!  Contrast 
John 17:3—eternal life is not existence, but fellowship with God;  the second death is 
likewise not annihilation, but separation from God. 
 
Psalm 49:8—but what “ceaseth for ever” is redemption, not the soul.  There is more 
chance for redemption once one is dead.  In Psalm 49:18-19 the word “soul” takes a 
feminine verb (“he shall go” in v. 19 has a feminine subject, the word “soul” in v. 18—
The Hebrew lexicon BDB states that “soul” is a feminine noun);  but in 49:8, the verb “it 
ceaseth” has a masculine subject, the masculine noun “redemption,” not “soul.” 
 
Psalm 146:4–but “thoughts” means “plans.”  The wicked cannot execute their ungodly 
plans once they are dead. Note the KB lexicon: I tvo, Bauer-L. Heb. 499m; ynwtCo 
Sir 3:24, JArm. Nyˆnw;øtVvRo thoughts: wyDtOn;OtVvRo: plan Ps 146:4. 
The lexicon defines the word as “plan,” and, although it is not found elsewhere in the OT, 
it is found in the Apocryphal Sirach 3:24: 
Sir. 3:24 For many are deceived by their own vain opinion; and an evil suspicion hath 
overthrown their judgment. (KJVA) 
Sir. 3:24 Many have been led astray by their theorizing, and evil imaginings have 
impaired their judgements. (REBA) 
Sir. 3:24 For their hasty judgment has led many astray, and wrong opinion has caused 
their thoughts to slip. (RSVA) 
pollou\ß ga»r ėpla¿nhsen hJ uJpo/lhmyiß aujtw◊n kai« uJpo/noia ponhra» 
wÓli÷sqhsen dianoi÷aß aujtw ◊n 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary on Psalm 146:4: 
“When man is no more, all of his “plans” for help and “salvation” will go down with him. 
. . . The phrase wyDtOnO;tVvRo (‘eshtonoth ayw  [means] “his plans”)” 
Commenting on “his thoughts perish,” the Geneva Bible Notes read: 
“As their vain opinions, by which they flattered themselves and so imagined wicked 
enterprises.” 
 
Ps 146:4:  “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish.” 
 
This text supposedly shows that in the day one dies one ceases from conscious existence 
and becomes annihilated.  However, the word “thoughts” means “plans, purposes, or 
counsel.”  The idea is similar to that with the English word “thoughts” (and the Hebrew 
word, although it is not the same as the one in Psalm 146:4) in Proverbs 16:3:  “Commit 
thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts [plans] shall be established.”  The context of 
Psalm 146:4 shows that the point is that one should not trust in princes and man, because 
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in the day he dies, his thoughts/plans/counsel/purposes to help are gone, while if one 
trusts in the triune Jehovah, one will be safe, for God’s thoughts/plans/counsel/purposes 
never fail.  Note the context: 
 
3  Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 
 4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. 
 5  Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his 
God: 
 6 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for 
ever: 
 
The Hebrew word rendered “thoughts” (Nwø;tVvRo) in Psalm 146:4 is defined in the standard 
modern Hebrew lexicon as “plan” (The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 
Testament, Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner).  The Targum renders the word as 
ywnwymz, which means “plan, scheme.”  The Word Biblical Commentary translates the 
verse, “When his breath leaves him, when he returns to his native earth, on that day his 
policies have perished.”  The Treasury of David by Charles Spurgeon notes, “The 
thoughts which the Psalmist here, no doubt, especially intends are those purposes which 
are in the minds of great men of doing good to those who are under, and depend upon 
them. The Hebrew word here used is derived from a verb that signifieth to be bright: 
cogitationes serenae, those candid, serene, benign, benevolent thoughts which they have 
of advancing their allies, friends and followers. . . . ‘[T]heir thoughts perish in that day’ 
wherein their persons die, because there is no opportunity of putting their purposes into 
execution. They perish like the child which comes to the birth, and there is no strength to 
bring forth; or like the fruit which is plucked off before it be ripe. Whilst they live we 
may be deceived in our expectations by the alteration of their minds; but, however, their 
condition is mortal, and when that great change by death comes, their designs (how well 
so ever meant) must want success.” 
 
While the word is a hapax legomenon in the OT, one can compare the common word 
hDxEo, which means “advice . . . plan” and is used in texts such as Psalm 33:10-11, where, 
as in Psalm 146:3-6, the contrast is between the plans of men, which cannot be trusted, 
and the plans of God, which are certain and dependable. 
 
To use the word in Psalm 146:4 to conclude that one passes out of conscious existence at 
the moment of death is totally unjustified.  It is reading an idea that is contained in a 
portion of the semantic range of the English word “thoughts” into the Hebrew word, and 
assuming that what is possible, but not required, in the English word is the idea of the 
Hebrew word.  In the process, the lexical significance of the actual word given by 
inspiration of God in Hebrew must be ignored or neglected. 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:5: 
 
Ec 9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither 
have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 
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Ecclesiastes is written from an “under the sun” perspective.  Note: 
 
In the book of Ecclesiastes we see what the world has to offer, and where it gets us.  This 
is the reason for the recurrent phrase, “under the sun,” which occurs twenty-nine times in 
its twelve chapters.  It also shows us the fruit of man’s wisdom, philosophies, etc.;  we 
thus see the “heart” of man 34 times, usually in phrases such as “I said in mine heart.”  
We see man apart from the special revelation of the Lord.  This explains the absence 
from this Book of the Name God has given us for Himself by special revelation, His 
covenant Name with Israel, His personal Name and His Name of redemption (Ex 6:6, De 
7:8, Is 41:14, etc.), that is, “Jehovah” or “the LORD.”  We see “God” 40 times, but this is 
only God from natural revelation.  So what does the world have to offer?  What can man, 
with his knowledge and abilities, man, who is considered by the humanism which is the 
dominant philosophy in our world today to be “the measure of all things,” accomplish?  
The answer lies in the key word in the Book, “vanity,” which occurs thirty-seven times. 
 
The point of Ecclesiastes 9:5 is that from  an “under the sun” perspective, nobody can 
know what happens after death—so all is in vain!  Furthermore, the verse does not teach 
soul-sleep anyway—if we ignore the fact that it is written from an “under the sun” 
perspective, it teaches nobody gets resurrected ever, nobody gets any reward after 
death—once one dies, that is it for everyone!  Note: 
 
For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a 
dead lion. 
 5* For the living know that they shall die: but the dead [all of them] know not any thing, 
neither have they [all the dead] any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 
 6* Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they 
any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun. 
 7* Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God 
now accepteth thy works. 
 8* Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment. 
 9* Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, 
which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion 
in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun. 
 10* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 
 
What a blessing that 1 Cor 15:58 is true: 
 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
John 3:13 is alleged to prove soul-sleep—nobody had yet “ascended to heaven.” 
 
-This only works against amillenialists, not dispensationalists.  The saved dead went from 
the Paradise section of Sheol/Hades to heaven at Christ’s ascension (Ephesians 4:8). 
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Acts 2:27—Christ’s soul went to “hell,” (Hades) so it is just the grave. 
 
Answer: Christ went to Paradise section of Hades. 
 
Dead people are said to “sleep,” so they are unconscious in the grave, John 11:11; Acts 
13:36; 1 Cor 11:30; 15:18, 51, 58; 1 Thess 4:14; 5:10. 
 
Answer:  Only the SAVED dead are said to sleep, not the lost.  They “sleep in Jesus,” 1 
Thess 4:14.  The sleep idea pictures the rest they have in Christ, Matthew 11:28-30; 
Revelation 14:13; Heb 4:9, while their bodies are in the grave.  The lost are not asleep in 
Christ, having spiritual rest in fellowship with Him—they are in torment, and the sleep 
metaphor has nothing to do with them! 
 
The lost perish/are destroyed, so that means they are annihilated. 
 
BUT: 
 
“perish” can mean ruin that is beyond repair, not ceasing to exist:  Mt 9:17 
“destruction” can also have this idea of ruin beyond repair, Ex 10:7 
 
The word “destruction” in 2 Thess 1:9 never means “annihilation” in the NT (1Cor 5:5; 
1Th 5:3; 2Th 1:9; 1Tim 6:9).  
 
It  is also found in the LXX in: 
And I will stretch out my hand against them, and I will make the land desolate and 
ruined from the wilderness of Deblatha, in all their habitations: and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord. (Ezek 6:14, LXX) 
 
and if these three men should be in the midst of it, as I live, saith the Lord, neither sons 
nor daughters shall be saved, but these only shall be saved, and the land shall be 
destroyed. (Ezek 14:16, LXX) 
 
In both verses, it is very obvious that the land does not get annihilated.  It is still there.  It 
is simply ruined and punished. 
 
Compare the same word in the very early patristic writing Ignat. to Eph. 13:1: 
Eph. 13:1 Therefore make every effort to come together more frequently to give thanks 
and glory to God. For when you meet together frequently, the powers of Satan are 
overthrown and his destructiveness is nullified by the unanimity of your faith. 
 
Even advocates of annihilationism do not say that created beings like Satan have the 
power to cause people to be annhilated; they restrict that power to God.  The verse 
plainly means that Satan can ruin people without remedy, and “destroy” them in that 
sense. 
 
Compare also Josephus, Antiquties 17:10:8:285 (17:285): 
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And now Judea was full of robberies; and, as the several companies of the seditious 
lighted upon anyone to head them, he was created a king immediately, in order to do 
mischief to the public. They were in some small measure indeed, and in small matters, 
hurtful to the Romans, but the murders they committed upon their own people lasted a 
long while. 
 
Obviously this is not annihilation, but great damage. 
 
Also Antiq. 18:147  (18.6.2.147) For these reasons he went away from Rome and sailed 
to Judea, but in evil circumstances, being dejected with the loss of that money which he 
once had, and because he had not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were many in 
number, and such as gave no room for escaping them. Whereupon he knew not what to 
do; so for shame of his present condition, he retired to a certain tower at Malatha, in 
Idumea, and had thoughts of killing himself; 
 
Did his money get annihilated and cease to exist? No.  It was simply that the creditors 
had it now. 
 
Antiq. 19:210 (19.2.5.210) But the advantages he received from his learning did not 
countervail the mischief he brought upon himself in the exercise of his authority; so 
difficult it is for those to obtain the virtue that is necessary for a wise man, who have the 
absolute power to do what they please without control. 
 
This, and various similar instances, could be cited where people bring “destruction” upon 
themselves.  Do they have the power to annihilate themselves, or, even on the doctrine of 
annihilationism, does only God have this power? 
 
Life 264 (51.264) yet did I try all methods to persuade them to spare the men; for I knew 
that every instance of sedition was pernicious to the public welfare. But the multitude 
was too angry with them to be dissuaded; and all of them went immediately to the house 
in which Jonathan and his colleagues abode. 
 
This is obviously not annihilation. 
 
Compare also the following in Philo: 
 
Names 240 ¶  Therefore the most excellent, and most perfect kind of purification is this, 
not to admit into one’s mind any improper notions, but to regulate it in peace and 
obedience to law, the ruler of which principles is justice. The next kind is, not to offend 
in one’s language either by speaking falsely, or by swearing falsely, or by deceiving, or 
by practicing sophistry, or by laying false informations; or, in short, by letting loose one’s 
mouth and tongue to the injury of any one, as it is better to put a bridle and an 
insuperable chain on those members. 
 
You can’t annihilate anyone with your tongue.  Sorry. 
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Moses 192b For all around were rugged and precipitous rocks, or else a salt and brackish 
plain, and stony mountains, or deep sands reaching up and forming mountains of 
inaccessible height; and moreover there was no river, neither winter torrent nor ever-
flowing stream; there were no springs, no plant growing from seed, no tree whether for 
fruit or timber, no animal whether flying or terrestrial, except some few poisonous 
reptiles born for the destruction of mankind, and serpents, and scorpions. 
 
So reptiles can annihilate people?  Or can they rather cause ruin and great problems to 
people? 
 
Last objection: 
 
A loving God would not send people to eternal torment. 
 
Answer: 
 
Romans 9:20-24: 
20* Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
 21* Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour? 
 22* What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with 
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
 23* And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory, 
 24* Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 
 
 
Torment “For ever” doesn’t really mean forever, Exodus 21:6.  But the NT words do 
mean literally for ever, in every case: 
Eis+ aion (“for ever”) and eis + aion + aion (“for ever and ever”) verses: Matt 6:13; 
21:19; Mark 3:29; 11:14; Luke 1:33, 55; John 4:14; 6:51, 58; 8:35, 51–52; 10:28; 11:26; 
12:34; 13:8; 14:16; Rom 1:25; 9:5; 11:36; 16:27; 1 Cor 8:13; 2 Cor 9:9; 11:31; Gal 1:5; 
Phil 4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 4:18; Heb 1:8; 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21, 24, 28; 13:8, 21; 1 Pet 
1:23, 25; 4:11; 5:11; 2 Pet 2:17; 3:18; 1 John 2:17; 2 John 1:2; Jude 1:13, 25; Rev 1:6, 
18; 4:9–10; 5:13–14; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 14:11; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5 
 
Aionion (eternal/everlasting) verses—always literal eternity: 
Matt 18:8; 19:16, 29; 25:41, 46; Mark 10:17, 30; Luke 10:25; 18:18, 30; John 3:15–16, 
36; 4:14, 36; 5:24, 39; 6:27, 40, 47, 54; 10:28; 12:25; 17:2; Acts 13:48; Rom 2:7; 5:21; 
6:22; 2 Cor 4:17; 5:1; Gal 6:8; 2 Th 1:9; 1 Tim 1:16; 6:16; Philem 1:15; 1 Pet 5:10; 2 Pet 
1:11; 1 John 1:2; 2:25; 3:15; 5:11, 13; Jude 1:21; Rev 14:6 
 


