
a!Words that are accented other than on the last syllable are shown in this chart with the 
accented syllable in colored type.
b!The shewa can be either vocal or silent. “Vocal shewa” is a very short vowel, pronounced 
like the first “e” in “severe” or the  “e” in “stupefy.” The “silent shewa” is not pronounced at 
all and merely closes a syllable. Remember this rule: short and silent. If a short vowel 
comes before a consonant under which there is a shewa, the shewa is silent. Thus: (1) If a 
shewa is under the first consonant of a word, the shewa is vocal. (This shewa is not preceded 
by a short vowel.) (2) If there are two shewas in a row, the first is silent and the second is 
vocal. (The first is preceded by a short vowel and is silent, the second is not and is vocal.)
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