Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; what are they?
WOAROG in the NT:

Luke 20:42 kol odtoc AoPid Aéyer év Bifro wolpdv, Eirev 6 Kvpiog 1@
Kvpie pov, Kabov €k SSE;LOJV uov,

Luke 24:44 ) Eine 8¢ avtoic, Ovtol ot 7»0701 0vg ekaxncoc npog VUGG €TL QV
oLV VULV, 0Tl S€l TANPOOTHVUL TAVIO T YEYPUUUEVO €V T) VOU® MOGE®C
Kol npO(pntoug Kol \|loc7\.u0tg TePL €U0,

Acts 1:20 yeypocmoct yocp gv BLBM) ‘I’ocxumv Fsvnemm 1 enowMg oVTOD
Spnuoc_, Kol un €07t 0 KoTolk®v €v oty kot, Tnv émtekonnv avtod Adfot
ETEPOC.

Acts 13:33 011 Tom')tnv 0 @ebg EKTETANPOKE TOIG téKvmg VTV MUV,
ocvoccﬂ](socg Inconv mg KOl €V T® WUARL® T® SeVTEPW YEYPURTTAL Y10G LoV
€l 6V, €Y Gnuepov ysyevvmcoc CE.

1Cor. 14:26 Ti ovv €o7iv, oc6£7»(p01 otav cnvspxnc(—)e alc(xcrog mw)v waxuov
SXEL SV €xel, YA@coav €xel, ATOKAALYLV €XEL, EPUNVEIOLY €YEL, TAVTU
TPOG 01KOSOUNV YEVECOH®.

Eph. 5:19 AaAoUVTEG £0VTOIG WOALOIG KO VUVOLS KOOI MONIG TVELUOTIKUIG,
ABOVTEC KUl YAAAOVTEG €V TT Kapdig vU®V 1@ Kvpi,

Col. 3:16 0 M)yog 100 Xp1oToD EVOIKEIT® €V VUIV nxoncimg gv no’ccn copiq
d10ACKOVTEG KOl vovBeToHVTEG Socbrong \vakumg KOl DUVOLS, KOl @O0IG
TVELUOLTIKOIG, €V XAPLTL AOOVTEG €V TR Kopdig DUOV T Kvupiom.

Luke 20:42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I
was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

Acts 1:20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no
man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.

Acts 13:33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up
Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I
begotten thee.

1Cor. 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all
things be done unto edifying.

Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.

Conclusion:
All the clear references in the NT refer to the book of psalms, or to individual psalms

from that book. No reference clearly refers to something other than this. Interpreting the
less clear in light of the clear references, therefore, one concludes that psalmos refers to



one of the inspired psalms in the OT Psalter. 1 Corinthians 14:26 indicates that psalm-
singing was going on in the public worship of the church. Ephesians 5:18; Colossians
3:16 would support this as well, as the speaking to “yourselves” (plural), and the teaching
and admonishing with the psalms (and hymns and spiritual songs) would doubtless occur
in the worship service, as the whole church sang together with grace in their hearts to the
Lord. However, individuals in their homes, and in family devotions, should also do
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16.

The verb yaAA® appears in:

Rom. 15:9 tox d¢ €0vn Vmep ékéong Sotf,éccoct TOV Oedv, Kabwg YEYpamTUL, Ald
10070 e‘éouokoyncoum ool €v €0VeED, KOl TG ovou,om GOV YOA®.

ICor 14:15 11 ovv €o7i; ﬂ:pocenﬁ;oum T0 nvemwm TPOGEVEOUOL OE KL TQ
Vol, YOA® T® nvanuom YoA®d S Kol T@ Vol

Eph. 5:19 ?»oc?»ouvrec; EO0VTOIC WOAUOIG KL VUVOLS KOl DOUIG TVELUATIKAIG,
AdOVTEC KOl YAALOVTEG €V TT KUPdiQ DUAV T Kvpim,

James 5:13 KakomaBel T1g €V DUIV; TPOGEVXECOH®. EVOVUET TIC; YAALET®.

Rom. 15:9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for Ais mercy; as it is written, For this
cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.

1Cor. 14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the
understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

These verses are less clearly references to the singing of the psalms. However, Romans
15:9 quotes 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49, where the verb == is found for the singing.
(This verb is analyzed below). It is not impossible that the singing of the psalms was in
view in particular in Romans 15:9, and in the OT passages quoted. 1 Corinthians 14:15
also could refer to the singing of the book of psalms in particular. Ephesians 5:19 could
connect the noun psalmos with the verb psallo, while the ¢dovteg could be the more
general word that is similar to and encompasses the Vuvoig and the ®daig. If this verse
connects the noun and verb psalmos/psallo, then the verb in the NT would also appear to
refer to singing the inspired songs of David. 1 Corinthians 14:15°s verb psallo is also
likely the same sort of singing as 1 Corinthians 14:26’s psalmos, so if the latter refers to
singing the inspired songs of the OT, then the former would as well. James 5:13 does not
give any contextual reference, but it is translated as “sing psalms” in particular (as it was
from the days of Tyndale; the Tyndale Bible reads, Yf eny of you be mery let him singe
Psalmes).

The noun Yo AuOg appears 95 times in the LXX.

1Sam. 16:18 kol Gmekpidn eig TAOV mondapimv adTod kKoi €imev iSov £dpoko
VoV T® leocoor Bnoiegpitny kol adTOV €160T0L WAALOV KL O AVI)P CVVETOG



KoL 0 Ocvnp ﬂ:olemcrng KOl 60QO¢ AOY® KOl Qvip yoBoc T@ €idel Kol
KVPLOg UET VTOD

BLXX And one of his servants answered and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jessae
the Bethleemite, and he understands playing on the harp, and the man is prudent, and a
warrior, and wise in speech, and the man is handsome, and the Lord is with him.

Here, unless one affirmed that David wrote some of the psalms this early, or that the
LXX mistranslates the Hebrew (the Hebrew words for psalms need to be evaluated, and
will be below), the noun refers to more general song, or even to instrumental music.

2Sam. 23:1 kot 00Totl 01 Adyor Aovutd ot €oyatol moTog Acutd viog lecoon kol
TIOTOG AVIP OV QAVESTNGEV KUPLog €Ml yprotov Beod lakwp kol evmpemeig
vaApoi Iopoani

BLXX And these are the last words of David. Faithful is David the son of Jessae, and
faithful the man whom the Lord raised up to be the anointed of the God of Jacob, and
beautiful are the psalms of Israel.

-Here the reference is clearly to the book of psalms. Where such are in view below,
clearly, no comment will be made.

Judith 16:1 kol eimev Iovd10 EE€dpyete T® Be®d pov &v wmtocvomg Qoote TO
KUpl® €V m)uﬁockmg evocpuococcﬂs VTR \vocluov KOl 0llVOV DWYODTE KOl
EMIKOAEICOE TO OVOMOC oVTOD

Judith 16:2 (KJVA) And Judith said, Begin unto my God with timbrels, sing unto my
Lord with cymbals: tune unto him a new psalm: exalt him, and call upon his name.

Judith 16:2 (REBA) ‘Strike up a song to my God with tambourines; sing to the Lord with
cymbals; raise a psalm of praise to him; honour him and invoke his name.

Judith 16:2 (RSVA) And Judith said, Begin a song to my God with tambourines, sing to
my Lord with cymbals. Raise to him a new psalm; exalt him, and call upon his name.

Here the KIVA/RSVA added “new” in. I don’t see why they added “new” into the
translation. This could well be simply singing the psalms, as far as I can tell.

3Mac. 6:35 ot 7te¢ Iovdaior KOOOE TPOESPNKOAUEY OCUGTNOCAUEVOL TOV
TPOEPNUEVOV XOPOV UET EVOXING €V EEOUOAOYNOESIV TAOPAIG KO WOAROIG
otfiyov

3Mac. 6:35 But the Jews, when they had arranged the aforementioned choral group, as
we have said before, passed the time in feasting to the accompaniment of joyous
thanksgiving and psalms.

-This could be the book of psalms, easily.
In the following references from the headings to the psalms, it should be noted that

sometimes the LXX headings match those of the Hebrew text, and sometimes they do
not.



Psa. 3:1 yaApog t® Acvid OTOTE AMESIOPUCKEY ATO TPOcHTOVL APBecoaimi
700 V10D KVTOD

<<A Psalm of David, when he fled from the presence of his son Abessalom.>>

Psa. 4:1 €ig 10 T€AOG €V YaANOIG ®ON T® Av1d

<<For the End, a Song of David among the Psalms.>>

Psa. 5:1 €ig 10 T€A0G VTEP THG KANPOVOUOVO NG WOAROS TM Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David, concerning her that inherits.>>

Psa. 6:1 €ig 1O TEAOG €V VUVOLG VTEP THE 0YSONG WOALOS TM Advid

<<For the End, a Psalm of David among the Hymns for the eighth.>>

-Here the mention of “hymns” is noteworthy. This psalm, at least, is also a “hymn.”

Psa. 7:1 woApodg t® Aovid Ov foev 1@ kuvpio VrEp TV Adywmv Xovot viod
Tepewvt

<<A Psalm of David, which he sang to the Lord because of the words of Chusi the
Benjamite.>>

Psa. 8:1 €ig TO TEAOG VTEP TOV ANVAV YOAROS T® Acvid

<<For the end, concerning the wine-presses, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 9:1 €ig 10 T€AOG VTEP TAOV KPLPI®V TOV VIOV YUAROS T Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David, concerning the secrets of the Son.>>

Psa. 10:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG WOAROS TM AOVId €M1 TA KVPL® TETOWON TAC EPEITE TH
YUYT WOV UETAVOIGTEVOV ML TO OpN G GTPoLOioV

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 11:1 €ig 10 T€A0G VIeP THG OYOONC WOAROS T Acvid

<<For the end, A Psalm of David, upon the eighth.>>

Psa. 12:1 €ig 10 TEAOG YOAROG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 13:1 €i¢ 10 T8A0C WOAROC T® Aovid eimev Gepwv év kopdig avtod ovK
€oTIv 00 S1€PBepay KoL EROEAVYONCUY €V EMITNIEVUAGLY OVK ECTIV TOLDV
XPNOTOTNTA OVK 0TIV £0G EVOG

<<For the end, Psalm of David.>> The fool has said in his heart, There is no God. They
have corrupted themselves, and become abominable in their devices; there is none that
does goodness, there is not even so much as one.

Psa. 14:1 yaApog T® Aovid KVPLE TIG TUPOIKNOEL €V TM CKNVOUNTL GOV KOl
TIC KUTOOKNVAOGEL €V T@ OPEL TM AYI® GOV

<<A Psalm of David.>> O Lord, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? and who shall
dwell in thy holy mountain?

Psa. 18:1 €ig T0 TEAOG YOALOG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 19:1 €ig 10 TEAOG YOAROG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 20:1 €ig 10 TEAOG YOALOG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 21:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG VIEP THG AVTIMUYENS THS EOOIVAG WOAROS T® Acvid
<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>> O Lord, the king shall rejoice in thy strength; and in
thy salvation he shall greatly exult.

Psa. 22:1 yoApog T@® Acvid KOPLog TOUKIVEL LE KOl OVOEV UE VOTEPNOEL



<<A Psalm of David.>> The Lord tends me as a shepherd, and I shall want nothing

Psa. 23:1 wa}uuog T® Acvid tng mocg cocBBocm)v T0V KDplOD N YR Kol 10
TANPOUC COTTG 1] OTKOVUEVT] KOl TAVTEG Ol KOTOLKODVTEG €V OWOTH

<<A Psalm for David on the first day of the week.>> The earth is the Lord’s and the
fullness thereof; the world, and all that dwell in it.

Psa. 24:1 WyoApog 1@ Aavid mpodg € KVpLe Npa TV Yux|v wov 0 Oed¢ wov

<<A Psalm of David.>> To thee, O Lord, have I lifted up my soul.

Psa. 28:1 woaApog T® Acvid €£0dl0v oknviig €véykate T® Kvpi® viol He0D
EVEYKOTE T@ KLPI® VIOVG KPLDV EVEYKUTE TG KVPIL® OOV KL TIUNV

<<A Psalm of David on the occasion of the solemn assembly of the Tabernacle.>> Bring
to the Lord, ye sons of God, bring to the Lord young rams; bring to the Lord glory and
honour.

Psa. 29:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG YOAROS MOTC TOD £YKUIVIGUOD TOD 01KOV T@ Acvid
<<For the end, a Psalm and Song at the dedication of the house of David.>> I will exalt
thee, O Lord; for thou hast lifted me up, and not caused mine enemies to rejoice over me.

-Here it appears that @d7j¢ modifies YaApog. Thus this “psalm” is also said to be a
“song.” So psalms are in the category, at least, of hymns (if they are not identical), and
the psalms are also in the category of “songs.”

Psa. 30:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG WOAROS TA AXLIO EKCTACEMG

<<For the end, a Psalm of David, an utterance of extreme fear.>>

Psa. 37:1 yoaApog 1@ Acvid €ig avauvnoty wept cafpdtov

<<A Psalm of David for remembrance concerning the Sabbath-day.>>

Psa. 39:1 €i¢ 10 TEAOG T® AcL1d YAANOG

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 40:1 €ig 10 TEAOG YOALOG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 42:1 waxuog T Acvid Kpivov ue 0 eeog Kol dikaoov TNV diknv pov £€§
€0voug ovY 0610V GO AVOPOTOL AdikOV KOl S0ATOV PVGOL e

<<A Psalm of David.>> Judge me, o God, and plead my cause, against an ungodly
nation: deliver me from the unjust and crafty man.

Psa. 43:1 €i¢ 10 T€A0G T01g V101G Kope €ig ovvestv waApog

<<For the end, a Psalm for instruction, for the sons of Core.>>

Psa. 45:1 €ig 10 T€AOG VIEP TOV VIOV Kope Vep TV KpLPimv YaApnog

<<For the end, for the sons of Core; a Psalm concerning secret things.>>

Psa. 46:1 €ig 10 T€AOG VIEP TOV VIOV Kope wadpog

<<For the end, a Psalm for the sons of Core.>>

Psa. 47:1 yaApog @dfig tolg violg Kope devtépa copfdtov

<<A Psalm of praise for the sons of Core on the second day of the week.>>

Psa. 48:1 €ig 10 T€A0G 101 V10l Kope walpog

<<For the end, a Psalm for the sons of Core.>>

Psa. 49:1 yaApog t® Acop 0e0¢ O®V KVPLOG EAAANCEV KOl EKAAECEV TNV VIV
ATO GVUTOADV MALOV KL UEXPL SVCUDV

<<A Psalm for Asaph.>> The God of gods, the Lord, has spoken, and called the earth
from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof.

Psa. 50:1 €i¢ 10 TEAOG YOALOG TA Acvid



<<For the end, a Psalm of David,>> (the next verse is still heading: when Nathan the
prophet came to him, when he had gone to Bersabee.)

Psa. 61:1 €ig 10 T€Aog Vrep 18100V YaAlpog 1@ Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David for Idithun.>>

Psa. 62:1 yoApog t@® Acvid €v 1@ eivon odtov €v Th Eprue thg lovdaiog

<<A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Idumea.>>

Psa. 63:1 €ig T0 TEAOG YOALOG TA Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 64:1 €i¢ 10 T€A0C WoARog T® Acvid ®dM Iepepov ko Ielexkimh €x 10D
AOYOVL T Topotkiag 0Te EUEAAOV EKTOPEVEGOUL

<<For the end, a Psalm and Song of David.>>

-Note here the reference in the Greek (not translated in Brenton’s LXX) to this psalm as a
“song” of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, etc.

Psa. 65:1 €1 T0 TEAOG ©®ON YWOAUOD AVUCTACEMG AAAAAENTE T OE® TACH 1
1

<<For the end, a Song of Psalm of resurrection.>> Shout unto God, all the earth.

Psa. 66:1 €1¢ T0 TEAOG €V VUVOIG WHANLOG DOTG

<<For the end, a Psalm of David among the Hymns.>>

-Note here that this Psalm is “among the hymns,” and that this is a psalm “of a song.”
Thus this psalm is a hymn, and a song.

Psa. 67:1 €1¢ 10 T€LOC T® AV WAAROG MIT|C
<<For the end, a Psalm of a Song by David.>>

-This also is a “psalm of a song,” so the psalm is included in the category of “songs.”

Psa. 70:22 kol yop eyoo s‘éouoxoyncoum G0l €V GKEVEL YOAROD TNV AANOEIRY
ooV 0 0e0¢ YUA®D GOl €V KIOdpQ O dylog To0 lopani
BLXX (70:22) I will also therefore give thanks to thee, O God, because of thy truth, on

an instrument of psalmody: I will sing psalms to thee on the harp, O Holy One of Israel.

-Here the reference is not in one of the psalm headings. We see here a connection
between psalms and instrumental music, both with the noun psa/mos and the verb psallo.

Psa. 72:1 yoApog T® Acop ®¢ ayodoc t@® Iopand 0 0edg toig €VOEoL TH
KopdlQ

<<A Psalm for Asaph.>> How good is God to Israel, to the upright in heart!

Psa. 74:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG UM S1oL@OEIPNC WOAROS T Aco® MITG

<<For the end, Destroy not, a Psalm of a Song for Asaph.>>

Note here again that a psalm is a song as well.

Psa. 75:1 €i¢ T0 TEAOG €V VUVOIG WHANOG T® Aca@ @d1 Tpog TOvV Accuvplov
<<For the end, among the Hymns, a Psalm for Asaph; a Song for the Assyrian.>>



-Here again, a psalm is also a hymn and a song.

Psa. 76:1 €ig 10 T€A0G Vmep 18100VV T Ao YOAROG

<<For the end, for Idithun, a Psalm of Asaph.>>

Psa. 78:1 wakuog T Acoccp 0 680g NABocav €0vn SLg TNV KANPOvouioy cov
EUIOLVOLY TOV VOOV TOV Gy10vV ooV €0evto [epovcaAnu €ig OT®POPLAGKIOV

<<A Psalm for Asaph.>> O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; they have
polluted thy holy temple; they have made Jerusalem a storehouse of fruits.

Psa. 79:1 €i¢ 1O TEAOG VTEP TAOV GALOLOONGOUEVOV WHAPTVPLOV TR Acop
YaALOG VTEP T0V Acoupiov

<<For the end, for alternate strains, a testimony for Asaph, a Psalm concerning the
Assyrian.>>

-Note here that a psalm is a testimony song. There are psalms that are “doctrinal,”
focusing on God, His Person and works, and there are psalms that are experiential.

Psa. 80:1 €i¢ TO TEAOG VIEP TOV ANVAV T® Ao YOAROG

<<For the end, a Psalm for Asaph, concerning the wine-presses.>>

Psa. 80:3 AdPete WoApov Kol O0TE TUUTOVOV WOATNPLOV TEPTVOV UETH
K1OapoLg

Take a psalm, and produce the timbrel, the pleasant psaltery with the harp.

-Note here again the connection of the psalm to instrumental music. Note also the use of
the word yaAtiprov, which is analyzed below.

Psa. 81:1 yoaApog T® Aco@ 0 0e0¢ £€0TN €V CVVUY®OYT] OEDV €V LEGH O BEOVG
drokpiver

<<A Psalm for Asaph.>> God stands in the assembly of gods; and in the midst of them
will judge gods.

Psa. 82:1 ®dM yoApod T® Acop

<<A Song of a Psalm for Asaph.>>

-Here again, a song is a psalm. We have had “a psalm of a song,” and here we have “a
song of a psalm.”

Psa. 83:1 €ig T0 TEAOG VIEP TOV ANVAV T01¢ V10lg Kope wodpog

<<For the end, a Psalm for the sons of Core, concerning the wine-presses.>>

Psa. 84:1 €ig 10 T€A0G 101 V10l Kope walpog

<<For the end, a Psalm for the sons of Core.>>

Psa. 86:1 10ig v10lg Kope wodpog ©Ofc o1 Beuerior adTod €v TO1G OPECTIV TOIG
aytoig

<<A Psalm of a Song for the sons of Core.>> His foundations are in the holy mountains.

-Here again we have “a psalm of a song,” establishing that psalms are songs.



Psa. 87:1 @®dn wolpod t0ig vioig Kope €i¢ 10 Téhog VmEP poeAed ToD
ATOKPLONRVUL GVVESEMS Aoy T@® Iopoaniity

<<A song of a Psalm for the sons of Core for the end, upon Maeleth for responsive
strains, of instruction for Aeman the Israelite.>>

-This again is a “psalm of a song,” so psalms are songs.

Psa. 91:1 yaApog @dfig €ig TNV NUEpaV 100 coPfdtov
<<A Psalm of a Song for the Sabbath-day.>>

-More of the same; a psalm is a song.

Psa. 93:1 yoaApog T® Acvid teTpadl cufPfdtov 0 0£0¢ £KOIKNGEOV KVPLOG O
0€0g £KOIKNOEOV ETUPPNOILCAUTO

<<A Psalm of David for the fourth day of the week.>> The Lord is a God of vengeance;
the God of vengeance has declared himself.

Psa. 94:2 Tpo@OAcmUEV TO TPOCHOTOV GVTOV €V EEOUOAOYNOEL KL €V WOAROIG
AAUAGEDUEY VTD

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise to him with
psalms.

-One thing we can learn from this verse is that the psalms were to be sung joyfully. This
does not sound like the Biblical Jews were chanting them in monotone or like Popish
priests do their chanting.

Psa. 97:1 yoApuog T® Acvid doote T® kKupi® Gopo Kooy 3Tl BavpacTo
EMOINCEV KVPLOG ECOCEV

oVT® M 810 O TOD Kol O Ppoyimv O Gy10g aTOD

<<A Psalm of David.>> Sing to the Lord a new song; for the Lord has wrought
wonderful works, his right hand, and his holy arm, have wrought salvation for him.

Psa. 97:5 yaAote T® KUPL® €V KIOAPQY €V KIOAPY KOl @OV YWOARLOD

Sing to the Lord with a harp, with a harp, and the voice of a psalm.

-Here we see the conjunction of instrumental music and the voice in psalm-singing. Note
the verb psallo as well here.

Psa. 98:1 yaApog T® Aovid 0 kvprog Epacilevcev opyleécdmwoov Aaol O
KOOMUEVOG €TTL TAOV XEPOLPIV CAAELONT® 1 YT

<<A Psalm of David.>> The Lord reigns;--let the people rage; it is he that sits upon the
cherubs, let the earth be moved.

Psa. 99:1 yoaApog €ig €£0uoAOYNOIY AAQAGEQTE TR KVPLY TACH N YT

<<A Psalm for Thanksgiving.>> Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.



Psa. 100:1 T® Aov1d YoApog €AEOG KOl KPIOTV ACOUNL GOL KVPLE

<<A Psalm of David.>> I will sing to thee, O Lord, of mercy and judgment; I will sing a
psalm, [the last clause of the BLXX is from v. 2a, YoA®]

Here we see that the verb @0 is connected to psallo.

Psa. 107:1 &1 yoApod 1@ Acvid
<<Song of a Psalm by David.>>

Here we have a “song of a psalm,” again connecting the two. Note also the connection of
&dw and psallo in the next verse:

£TOIUN 1 Kopdict wov O 0e0g £Tolum M KOPSI HOV ACOUML KOL WYOA®D €V TH

d0EN nov
O God, my heart is ready, my heart is ready; I will sing and sing psalms with my glory.

Psa. 108:1 €ig 10 TEAOC T® Acvid WoApog 0 0e0¢ TNV Civesiv QoL Un
TOPOCIOTNONG

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>> O God, pass not over my praise in silence;

Psa. 109:1 1® Acvid waApodg eimev 0 KVPog 1@ Kupim Hov k&Bov £k Se&idv
Hov £0g GV B® TOVG £XOPOVE GOV VILOTOSIOV TAOV TOIDAV GOV

<<A Psalm of David.>> The Lord said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I
make thine enemies thy footstool.

Psa. 138:1 €1¢ T0 TEA0C YOAROG T Acvld KUPLE EG0KIUNOCAG UE KO £YVOC UE
<<For the end, a Psalm of David. >>0O Lord, thou hast proved me, and known me.

Psa. 139:1 €i¢ T0 TEA0C YOAROG T® Acvid

<<For the end, a Psalm of David.>>

Psa. 140:1 woApog t® Acvid m)pts EKEKPOEN TPOG OE EIGAKOVLGOV UOV
TPOGYES TH @OVA THG Sencscog LoV €V T® KEKPUYEVOL UE TPOG OE

<<A Psalm of David.>> O Lord, I have cried to thee; hear me: attend to the voice of my
supplication, when I cry to thee.

Psa. 142:1 yaApog T@® Acvid 0Te OTOV 0 VIOG KUTUOIWKEL KVPLE EICAKOVCOV
TG TPOCEVXTG HOV EVOTIoNL TNV 3€NGIV LoV €v TR AANBElY GOV EXAKOVGOV
LoV €V TTj 1KNLOGVVT] GOV

<<A Psalm of David, when his son pursued him.>> O Lord, attend to my prayer: hearken
to my supplication in thy truth; hear me in thy righteousness.

Psa. 146:1 aAAnAovior Ayyoiov Kol Zoxoplov oiveite Tov KVplov 0Tt ayadov
YOALOG T® 0e®d MUAV NOLVOEIN aiveSIC

<<Alleluia, a Psalm of Aggaeus and Zacharias.>> Praise ye the Lord: for psalmody is a
good thing; let praise be sweetly sung to our God.

Psa. 151:1 ovtog 6 WaApog tStoypoccpog etg Aovd kot EEwOeV TOD ocpteuon 0te
suovouocxncav ©® Tohod uucpog mmv €V 101G GLOEAPOIG pov KOl VEDTEPOG €V
T® 01K® TOD TATPOS WOV ETOIUAIVOV TO TPOPUTH TOD TOTPAG OV



<<This Psalm is a genuine one of David, though supernumerary, composed when he
fought in single combat with Goliad.>> I was small among my brethren, and youngest in
my father’s house: I tended my father’s sheep

Note here v. 2:
ol XEIPEG MOV ETTOINCOY OPYUVOV 01 SAKTVAOL LOV TIPULOCOY WYOATNPLOV

My hands formed a musical instrument, and my fingers tuned a psaltery.

Job 21:12 &voAoPOviec WYOATNHPOV KOl KIOGPOV KO EVQEPUIVOVIHL QOVH
YOAROD
taking up the psaltery and harp; and they rejoice at the voice of a song.

-Here a psalmos would not be an inspired song of David, obviously. It is a song of
another kind. Note it is accompanied by music.

Job 30:31 &méPn O6¢ €ig mAbog wov M KOAPO 0 8& YWOAROG HOV €1¢ KALOUOV
guot

My harp also has been turned into mourning, and my song into my weeping.

-This also suggests instrumental music with the psalmos. Also, again, it is not an
inspired, Davidic song.

Sol. 2:0 [waApog T® Zolounv tept Iepovoainu]

This is a “psalm of Solomon concerning Jerusalem.” It is not one of the 150 inspired
psalms, of course.

Sol. 3:0 [WaApog 1@ ZoA®unv TePL diKainv]
“A Psalm of Solomon concerning the righteous.”

Sol. 3:2 yaAAe kol ypnyopnoov £€ml TNV YPNYOPNOLV ovTOD 0Tt yodog
WOALOG T® 0e®d €€ Ayadfig Kopdiog

Note here the use of psalmos, and in v. 1, humnos in parallel:
Sol. 3:1 Tva Ti V@vVOlc Yoy Kol 0VK €VAOYEIC TOV KUPLOV VUVOV KOLIVOV
YAAXTE TM OED TA CIVETRD

Sol. 5:0 [WaApog 1@ ZoAlounv]

Another uninspired one, of course.

Sol. 13:0 [1® ZoA®UOV YOALOS TUPAKANGIS TAOV SiKaimV]
-A psalm of encouragement to the righteous.

Sol. 15:0 [waApog t® Zoalouov uete @dfg|

-A psalm by Solomon with a song. Here again, psalmos is connected with odes.
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Sol. 15:3 WaALOV KOIVOV HETOL MOTG €V EVPPOGVVY] KUPIIHG KOPTOV YEILEMV
EV OPYOAV® MPUOCUEVED YADGOMNG ATUPXNV XEWLEOV GTO Kapdiog 0610g Kol
dikaiog

-Here again we have a psalm with a song.

Sol. 17:0 [waApog t® Zolouwv ueto @dfg Td PactAiel]
-Another psalm with a song.

Sol. 18:0 [waApog T® Zolouwv £T1 T0D XPLoToD KLVPLOv]

-Another uninspired psalm by Solomon. Of course, all of these only allege to be by
Solomon. Note the Lord Christ.

Amos 5:23 peTdoTNooV O £uod MXOV OSOV GOV Kol WOAROV Opydveov Gov
0VK LKOVGOUOIL

Remove from me the sound of thy songs, and I will not hear the music of thine
instruments.

-Note here both the connection of the psalm with the “song” or ode, and also the explicit
connection of psalms with instrumental music.

Zech. 6:14 0 8¢ Gtecpowog £oTOl 7T0ig Dnousvovcw KOl TOIG xpncmmg aVTAG
KOl 101G sn:eywmcocw QVTNV KOl €1¢ XOPLTO VIOV ZOPOVIOVL KOl €1 WOAROV
gv OlKQ) KUpLOD

And the crown shall be to them that wait patiently, and to the useful men of the captivity,
and to them that have known it, and for the favour of the son of Sophonias, and for a
psalm in the house of the Lord.

—Here the noteworthy thing is the location of the psalm; it was sung in the house of the
Lord.

Is. 66:20 Ko &Eoncw toi)g &887»<poi)g VUDV €K TAVIOV TOV €0VAV &bpov
KDpLO) ped ITrov Kol Ocpuocr(sov gv Kaunnvmg nmov&)v u,sroc oKkLdioVv €ig Tnv
Ocytocv TOALV Isponcoc?mu ElmeV Kl)ptog (x)g v svsyKocwocv ot viol lopanh €uot
TUG BLOTOG CVTAOV UETH YAALAV €1 TOV 0IKOV KVPIOV

And they shall bring your brethren out of all nations for a gift to the Lord with horses,
and chariots, in litters drawn by mules with awnings, to the holy city Jerusalem, said the
Lord, as though the children of Israel should bring their sacrifices to me with psalms into
the house of the Lord.

-Here again the psalms are sung in the house of the Lord. It is likely that these millennial
psalms are the psalms of the psalter, as it was in Zechariah 6:14.
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Lam. 3:14 €yevnOnv YEA®G TOVTL AX® LOV WOAROG CVOTOV OANV TNV NUEPULV
I became a laughing-stock to all my people; and their song all the day.

-Note here that in a post-inspired-Psalter composition, the word psalmos is used for an
uninspired song making fun of Jeremiah. One cannot maintain that a psa/mos was a more
general sort of song in books that are pre-Psalter (such as Job), but only the specific
songs of the Psalter in books after that time, for here the word is used in Lamentations.
(Of course, the study that would need to be done is that of the Hebrew Bible; is the OT
word for “psalm” used this way in the inspired text?)

Lam. 5:14 xoi wpeoPOtol AmMO TOANG KOATELOVOOV EKAEKTOL €K WOHAUDV
QVTOV KUTETOUVOUY
And the elders ceased from the gate, the chosen men ceased from their music.

-This is also likely a reference to uninspired song with psalmos.

-Conclusion: In the LXX, psalmos very, very frequently refers to the psalms of David.
Psalms, at least certain ones, are hymns and songs/odes. However, the word psalmos is
also used for uninspired songs in the LXX.

-Psalmos is not found in AF. In Josephus, these are the only four references:

Anth 6:214 €mel 6& TAAYV QOTOV npocexeov 70 Samovwv seopnﬁat TVEDUOL
KOl CUVETHPUTTE KOAECUG SIC_, T0 Smuocnov &V O KOTEKELTO KOCTEX(DV T0 SOpD
TPOCETOEE T WOAU® KoL TOIC UVUVOLG e&ocSew oVTOV €KeElVOL OE T
KEAEVGOEVTOL TOL0DVTOG SLOH:ewocuevog (XKOVTLCSL 70 Sopl) Kol 1O u,sv
npm&ousvog 0 AocmSnc; SE;EKMVE pevyeL 8¢ €ig TOV 01KOV TOV OWTOD KoL St
OANG €uervev NUEPOLG aLOTOOL

Antiq. 6:214 (6.11.3.214) but when the demoniacal spirit came upon him, and put him
into disorder, and disturbed him, he called for David into his bed chamber wherein he lay,
and having a spear in his hand, he ordered him to charm him with playing on his harp,
and with singing hymns; which when David did at his command, he with great force
threw the spear at him; but David was aware of it before it came, and avoided it, and fled
to his own house, and abode there all that day.

-Here we see psalmos and humnos connected. The inspired psalms were not written yet,
most likely, so we have uninspired song for both words.

Antiq. 7:80 mpofjiye & 0 Bocm?»svg KOl TGV 6LV OOTQ TO n?»neog nuvonvrsg TOV
feov Kol aSovreg nov  €idog us?»ong smxooptov o0V 1€ nxm TOLKIA®
Kpm)(mocwov TE KO Opxncsmv KOl WOAL®V €TL 8¢ GAATLYYOG KOl KDMBOLM)V
KOTayovteg TV Kifotov €ig Tepooorlvua

Antiq. 7:80 (7.4.2.80) Before it went the king, and the whole multitude of the people with
him, singing hymns to God, and making use of all sorts of songs usual among them, with
variety of the sounds of musical instruments, and with dancing and singing of psalms, as
also with the sounds of trumpets and of cymbals, and so brought the ark to Jerusalem.
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-Here we have the noun psalmos, the verb humneo, and the verb to sing (“to ode”)
employed. Perhaps there is a distinction of terms.

Antig. 9:35 0 8¢ Oudocog TOV OOV OVK GV GTOKPIOTHivoll oOT® €1 un o
Tocaeatnv 0ctov Ovio Kol SiKoov Gy0EVTOG &vepdmou TIVOG YAAAELY
€10070G Sﬂ:ECnTnos YO ocl)rog TPOG TOV YOAROV EVOEOC YEVOUEVOC TPOCETUEE
T01¢ PUCIAEDOIV €V T@ XEUAPP® TOAAOVG OpVEQL BOOPOVC

Antiq. 9:35 (9.3.1.35) So he sware by God that he would not answer him, unless it were
on account of Jehoshaphat, who was a holy and righteous man: and when, at his desire,
they brought him a man that could play on the psaltery, the divine spirit came upon him
as the music played, and he commanded them to dig many trenches in the valley;

-Here we have both the verb psallo and the noun psalmos.

Antiq. 12:323 ‘Eoptale de 0 Tovdog et T@V TOMTAV THV GVAKTINOLV THG
meEPL TOV VooV Bvciac €@ Muépag 0kTe undev dmoMmav Ndovic e18og GALG
TOAVTEALEGT PUEV KO AUUTPAIG TG OVOTNIG KAUTEVOYXDV 0DTOVE VUVOLS O KOl
WOALOIG TOV UEV BEOV TIUAV CVTOVG OE TEPTMV

Antiq. 12:323 9 (12.7.7.323) Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the
sacrifices of the temple for eight days; and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon: but he
feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and delighted
them, by hymns and psalms.

-Here there appears to be a distinction between hymns and psalms, but it is not certain
what it is.

In the inspired Word of God, the word 717217 is restricted to the inspired Psalms. (It
should be noted as well that K-B states that it is “a song sung to an instrumental
accompaniment,” which would support a NT use of instruments in church worship.) This
would support a parallel pattern in the NT for the noun psalmos as a reference peculiarly
to the inspired Psalter (K-B also states that 71172 is a “tech. term for psalm”) The

references are as follows:

:932 oiSwan 1 v3en 123 7175 i Psa. 3:1
~-n-rb whielia) m:m: nsm‘v Psa. 4:1

~-n-rb whielia) S w Mm% Psa. 5:1

~-n-rb mii=li- el % nimaz nxmb Psa. 6:1
LTI iR PR oy fjr;:mH Psa. 8:1

~-n-rb milella 1:5 nMoY M3 Psa. 9:1

'-n-b 29t DiETOY mEanS Psa. 12:1
~-n-rb whielia) 8% Psa. 13:1

TR 2 1B TomND T T TrTS D Psa. 15:1
$17T5 i nx:r:% Psa. 19:1

~-n-rb whielia) mSS Psa. 20:1

~-n-rb whielia) nx:r:% Psa. 21:1
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TS i TMEn AR TOD MBIng Psa. 22:1

somN NO 5 -n-r‘v 29317 Psa. 23:1

72 "2t 53R ngsﬁm FINT IS iR 7975 Psa. 24:1

11 T2 MY 1am 29N v32 mD 12 TG 798I Psa. 29:1
:TTTS M2 N2t i Psa. 30:1

LTS i M55 Psa. 31:1

£ 7ot TS 9B Psa. 38:1

:-n-rb Qi1 [pm‘r*][ﬁ] pn*'r*b rj;g;r;‘; Psa. 39:1

791 17 8T Psa. 40:1

LTS i mE15 Psa. 41:1

7R mI57127 | M8 Psa. 47:1

1277325 iR Y Psa. 48:1

29 M *::5 | méamb Psa. 49:1

NI R AN PINTNTRT 727 i 20N | 5N MoRT 793 Psa. 50:1

£ 7775 i M Psa. 51:1

T

TS i pm‘r*-‘w MSI7 Psa. 62:1
LTI 2T T TS 29 Psa. 63:1
ST iR mEING Psa. 64:1

7 TS B IS Psa. 65:1

N o3 ooNY 1w i Ty msinb Psa. 66:1

sy T N2 mEmY Pa. 67:1

LT T T RIS Psa. 68:1

+235 725 ooy Hmw% 212 X TERG 9 Psa. 73:1

: 27 MoNS T nenToN nxmb Psa. 75:1

: 27 MONS i nitae R0 Psa. 76:1

il=li-l =N [pEr7] neSp mEamb Psa, 77:1

:ops ooyTITRN WY TET Covmroy awee 7Emaz | 2% N ooy NG TR
Psa. 79:1

$ 791 MONS NIy ot oN man Psa. 80:1

sob ooy 2702 SNATYD 233 ooy M8 iR Psa. 82:1

.19;5‘? Qi1 7Y Psa. 83:1

$ 79I 11975 Aoy Rt Psa. 84:1

£ MIF327 1 ME? Psa. 85:1

P72 ATI0 Y imm 1% Psa. 87:1

TN m*‘rb Sederts migyS mbmmoy mpamb m3 v325 7B 7Y Psa. 88:1
:2WT Ot Y 7 Psa. 92:1

23R v Y Hnegin mpy ninSoin g vy I Aih 1w 9Sm Psa. 98:1
$PINTOD Y T T7inG 79 Psa. 100:1

SN MIVT YT TTWN DU TIoNn 7iA 717 Psa. 101:1

719 i Y Psa. 108:1

*

*

“

*

+e
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$WnEON 0pm roN i 117 133 Psa. 109:1
: 0115 097 TN ArwRTIY D o FRD i ang i 775 Psa. 110:1
DT IR T i T nsanY Psa. 139:1
7% i 8 Psa. 140:1
L 7omNR I MIINT D A TONTR, M T35 9B Psa. 14101
LAORTS "BY JOIOND ANEON AINT CATER DAY AT 95 198N Psa. 143:1

Psa. 3:0 A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.

Psa. 4:0 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 5:0 To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 6:0 To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 8:0 To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 9:0 To the chief Musician upon Muthlabben, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 12:0 To the chief Musician upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 13:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 15:1 LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
Psa. 19:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 20:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 21:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 22:0 To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

Psa. 24:1 The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein.

Psa. 29:1 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength.
Psa. 30:0 A Psalm and Song at the dedication of the house of David.

Psa. 31:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 38:0 A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance.

Psa. 39:0 To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 40:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 41:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 47:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psa. 48:0 A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psa. 49:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psa. 50:1 The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the
rising of the sun unto the going down thereof.

Psa. 62:0 To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 63:0 A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.

Psa. 64:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 65:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.

Psa. 66:1 Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:

Psa. 67:0 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song.

Psa. 68:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song of David.

Psa. 73:1 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.

Psa. 75:0 To the chief Musician, Altaschith, A Psalm or Song of Asaph.

Psa. 76:0 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song of Asaph.

Psa. 77:0 To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of Asaph.
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Psa. 79:1 O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they
defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.

Psa. 80:0 To the chief Musician upon Shoshannimeduth, A Psalm of Asaph.

Psa. 82:1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods.
Psa. 83:0 A Song or Psalm of Asaph.

Psa. 84:0 To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psa. 85:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.

Psa. 87:1 His foundation is in the holy mountains.

Psa. 88:0 A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to the chief Musician upon Mahalath
Leannoth, Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite.

Psa. 92:0 A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day.

Psa. 98:1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his
right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.

Psa. 100:1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

Psa. 101:1 I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.

Psa. 108:0 A Song or Psalm of David.

Psa. 109:1 Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise;

Psa. 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool.

Psa. 139:1 O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.

Psa. 140:0 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.

Psa. 141:1 LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I
cry unto thee.

Psa. 143:1 Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness
answer me, and in thy righteousness.

The word Vuvog appears only twice in the NT:

Eph. 5:19 kakonvreg aowrmg \uoc?»u,mg KOl DUVOLE KOl MOOIG TVELUOTIKUIG,
AOOVTEC KOl YAALOVTIEG €V T Kocp&oc Du(sov 1® Kvplw,

Col. 3:16 60 A0yog T0D XP1oToD £VOIKEIT® €V VULV TAOVOING £V TAGT COPIQ
J1BACKOVTEG KOl VOLOETOOVTEC €XLTOVE, WOHAUOIG, KO DUVOLS, KOL MO
TVEVUOTIKOIG, €V XOPLITL AOOVTEG €V TT KUpdig DUAV T Kvupiw.

Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.

The verb VuvEw appears in four verses:
Matt. 26:30 Kot dpvioavteg EERABOV €1¢ TO 0pOg TAOV EAALAV.
Mark 14:26 Kol vpviooavteg €EHAOOV €1¢ TO OpOg TAOV EACADV.

Acts 16:25 koto 8¢ 10 pecovuktiov [TadAog kol iAo TPOGEVYOUEVOL DIVOVV
TOV Oedv, ENNKPODVTO dE AVLTOV 01 SECUIOL
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Heb. 2:12 Aéyov, ATayyed® TO OVOUG ©OL TOIC GOEAPOIG MOV, €V UECH
EKKANGIOC DUV C® OE.

Matt. 26:30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mark 14:26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the
prisoners heard them.

Heb. 2:12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church
will I sing praise unto thee.

The content of the “hymn” of Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26, according to many
commentators, is “The “Hallell,” which the Jews were obliged to sing on the night of the
passover; for the passover, they say {Misn. Pesach. c. 9. 3. T. Bab. Pesach. fol. 95. 1, 2.},
was 2771 1IV0, “bound to an hymn.” This “Hallell,” or song of praise, consisted of six
Psalms, the 113th, 114th, 115th, 116th, 117th, and 118th {Seder Tephillot, fol. 101, &c.
Ed. Amstelod}: now this they did not sing all at once, but in parts. Just before the
drinking of the second cup and eating of the lamb, they sung the first part of it, which
contained the 113th and 114th Psalms; and on mixing the fourth and last cup, they
completed the “Hallell,” by singing the rest of the Psalms, beginning with the 115th
Psalm, and ending with the 118th; and said over it, what they call the "blessing of the
song," which was Ps 145:10, &c., and they might, if they would, mix a fifth cup, but that
they were not obliged to, and say over it the "great Hallell", or "hymn," which was the
136th Psalm {Maimon. Hilch. Chametz Umetzah, c. 8. sect. 5. 10}. Now the last part of
the "Hallell," Christ deferred to the close of his supper; there being many things in it
pertinent to him, and proper on this occasion, particularly Ps 115:1 116:12-15 118:22-27,
and the Jews themselves say {T. Bab. Pesachim, fol. 118. 1}, that ™ WM 2W 172m,
"the sorrows of the Messiah" are contained in this part: that this is the hymn which Christ
and his disciples sung, may be rather thought, than that it was one of his own composing;
since not only he, but all the disciples sung it, and therefore must be what they were
acquainted with; and since Christ in most things conformed to the rites and usages of the
Jewish nation; and he did not rise up from table and go away, until this concluding
circumstance was over; though it was allowed to finish the "Hallell," or hymn, in any
place they please” (John Gill on Matthew 26:30). Assuming that this is the case, this
“hymn” was actually a portion of the psalter. This would provide no support for the
singing of uninspired songs in Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16. Hebrews 2:12 likely
refers to the same occasion as Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:30; Christ sang/hymned the
Hallel in the midst of His church in assocation with the Passover celebration and the
institution of the Lord’s Supper.

This leaves only Acts 16:25 as a potentially clear reference to a hymn as an
uninspired song in Scripture. However, if this is spiritual joy that they had because of
suffering for Christ’s sake, the fact that James 5:13 commands, “Is any merry? let him
sing psalms,” suggests that they could here as well have been singing the psalter. At
least, there is no definite proof that they sang anything else. The potentiality that the
jailer came to understand the gospel through their singing (though he did not get
everything, as his question in Acts 16:30 evinces) does not require that something other
than the psalms were sung; the saving work of Christ (Psalm 22), justification by
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repentant faith in Christ (Psalm 2:12), etc. are contained in the inspired songs. Many
commentators agree that they “very likely [sang] one of David’s psalms, or hymns: for
the book of Psalms is a book, of hymns, and several of the psalms are particularly called
hymns” (Gill on Acts 16:25) and I did not see anyone provide proof that they sang
anything else.

The word ®d1] appears in 7 NT verses:

Eph. 5:19 AaloUvTeG €0VTOIC WOAUOIC KoL VUVOLS KOL ®SOIg TVELUUTIKUIG,
ABOVTEC KOl YAALOVTEG €V TH Kapdig vUAV 1 Kvpi,

Col. 3:16 0 kéyog 100 Xp1oToD EVOIKEIT® €V VUIV nxoncimg gv no’ccn copiq
518G.oKOVTEG KO VOLBETODVTEG £0VTOVG, WOAMOLG, Kol Duvolg, kol @daig
TVEVULOTIKOLG, EV XOPITL ocﬁovrsg eV TN Kocpé‘noc VpOV 10 Kopie.

Rev. 5:9 kot &Sovowv @dnv kawviv, Aéyovtec, "A€loc €l Aafelv T0 BiPriov, kol
AVOlENL TOG CEPAYIOOG aDTOD OTL E6QAYNG, KOl NYOpacoc T® Oed MUog €v
TG ATUOTL 60V €K TAONG VARG KOl YAWGONG Kol AcoD Ko €0voug,

Rev. 14:3 k0l G60VO1LV OC G®3NV KOIVIV EVOTIOV TOD OpOVOV, KUl EVOTIOV TOV
Teccocpmv Cmoov KOl TV npscﬁmspwv KOl OVOELG nSUvocto HoBeLY tnv mﬁnv
€l U ol EKOTOV TECCOUPUKOVIUTECCOUPEG XLAIAOES, Ol MYOPOIGUEVOL GO THG

Yhc.

Rev. 15:3 kol &dovotv v @dnv Mocewg 100 60VAov 100 OgoD, KOl THV
®dNv T00 apviov, Afyovteg, Meydio kol Bovuacto T €pyo cov, Kvpie o
@s/bg 0 TOVTOKPATOP, SIKOL KOl AANOIvaL ol 0801 6oV, 0 PUCIAEVE TGOV
AYLOV.

Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.

Rev. 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Rev. 14:3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and
four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

Rev. 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints.

Of these references, Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16 are the verses in question.
In Revelation 5:9; 14:3 are references to songs other than the psalter, obviously. Peter
Masters, current pastor of the Metropolitan Baptist Tabernacle (where their songbook
contains both all 150 of the psalms and hymns) in his Worship in the Melting Pot, uses
Revelation 5:9 to argue for the singing of uninspired hymns along with the inspired
psalter, arguing that the song here is not that only of the saints in heaven, but also of the
church on earth. However, while he can assert this from his amillenial/spiritualizing
view of the book of Revelation, I do not see any basis for it in a grammatical-historical

18



prophetic hermeneutic. The people singing in Revelation 5:9 are post-rapture saints in
heaven. In Revelation 14:3, those singing are the 144,000 Jews. We cannot prove that
we are to sing songs other than the psalter from these texts, for if we use Revelation 5:9
to argue that in heaven the saints sing songs other than the psalter, so we should do so on
earth, we could do the same and argue from Revelation 14:3 that we should sing songs
other than the psalms on earth, because the 144,000 did so—but 14:3 contains the express
prohibition upon anyone else singing their song. Furthermore, it is natural that in heaven
the song of the saints is different from their song upon the earth; the confessions of sin
and trouble found in the psalter, for example, are not appropriate for heaven, apart from
their Christotelic aspects, where they sing of the suffering of Christ.

Thus, there appears to be nothing in the NT references to the word @41 that
provides proof for the singing of uninspired songs.

Five verses in the NT employ the verb ¢.ow.

Eph. 5:19 AaA0oDVTEC €0LTOTG WOAUOIG KO DUVOLS KL OOOIE TVELUOTIKUIG,
adovteg Kol WaAlovteg €v TH kopdig VLAV Td Kupio,

Col. 3:16 60 A0yog T0D XPp1oToD £VOIKEIT® €V VULV TAOVOING £V TAGT COPIQ
J1BGOCKOVTIEG KOl VOVOETODVTEG E£QVTOVG, WOAULOIG, KO VUVOLS, KOL MO
TVEVUOTIKOIG, €V XOPITL AdoVTEG €V TH Kopdig VUdV Td Kupio.

Rev. 5:9 kot &dovotv @3NV kaviv, Aéyovieg, “"Atog €l AoPelv 10 PiPriov, kol
AVOlENL TOG CEPAYIOOG ADTOD OTL E6QAYNG, KOl NYOpUcoc T® Oed MUog £v
TO ATUOTL 60V €K TAONG VARG KOl YAWGONG Kol AoV Kol €0voug,

Rev. 14:3 kol G80ovG1V O MONV KAULVNV EVOTIOV TOD OpOVOVD, KUl EVOTIOV TOV
Te60dpOV OOV Kol TOV TPESPLTEPOV KOl 0VIEIC NOVVATO UOOETV TNV MV,
€l UM Ol EKOTOV TECCOPUKOVIUTECCUPES YIMAIES, Ol MYOPOUGUEVOL GO TTHG
YfiG.

Rev. 15:3 kot &dovoiv v @OV Mwcéwg 1o 60VAov 100 OgoD, KOl TNV
@MV T00 dpviov, Aéyovieg, Meyddo kol Bovpocta To €pya cov, Kvpie 0
Oc0g 0 TOVTOKPATOP, KO KOl AANOIVHL ol 0801 60V, 0 PUGIAEVE TGOV
AYioV.

Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.

Rev. 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Rev. 14:3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and
four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.

Rev. 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints.
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Here, as with the noun ®d1, we have definite references in Revelation to the
singing of something other than the Psalter. However, as noted in the comments on the
noun, these verses do not speak of what is sung in the dispensation of grace, but refer to
post-rapture song. Furthermore, they are all inspired songs. The verb does not help the
case of uninspired song.

Finally, note that in Ephesians 5:19 the songs mentioned are not just “songs” in
general, but ®OQIg TvVELUOTIKIG, “spiritual songs.” A study of the word
TVELUOTIKOG is in order. Is this word simply “spiritual” in a more general sense, or
does it refer to something produced by the Holy Spirit, in which case the “spiritual songs”
would be songs inspired by the Spirit, thus the Psalms of the psalter, along with, perhaps,
the other OT inspired songs?

TVELUOITIKOG appears in 26 verses:

Rom. 1:11 €ém1mo0® yop 1€V VUGG, TVOL T LETOO®D YAPICUO DUV TVEVUATIKOV,
€1¢ T0 oTnpLYdTivo VUGG,

Rom. 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end
ye may be established;

Here the gifts certainly come from the Holy Spirit.

Rom. 7:14 oldauev yop 0Tt 0 VOUOG TVEVUATIKOG £0TIV' £YM O& GAPKIKOG €L,
TEMPUUEVOS VO TNV CLUOPTICLV.
Rom. 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.

The law comes from the Holy Spirit.

Rom. 15:27 svSoxncocv yocp Ko ocpetkatou oVTAV EIOLV. €1 YUp TOIG
TVEVROTIKOIG AVTAOV EKOLVOVNOOY TO €0VN, OQEIAOVGL KO €V TOIG CUPKIKOIG
AELTOVPYNO UL OVTOIC.

Rom. 15:27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles
have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them
in carnal things.

Here the “spiritual things” simply seem to be in contrast to physical things. This
looks like a more general sense, although the things that the Jews had that were valuable
were definitely produced by the Holy Spirit.

1Cor. 2:13 & Kl AXAODUEV, OVK €V dOUKTOIG AVOPOTIVIG GOPIOG AOYOLS, GAN
gv 8180iktoig [Tveduatog ‘Ayiov, TVEVUATIKOIG TVEVUATIKE GUYKPIVOVTEG.
1Cor. 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

Here the spiritual things would be produced by the Spirit.
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1Cor. 2:15 0 8¢ WVEVUATIKOG GVOKPIVEL UEV TAVTC, OVTOG O& VT 0VOEVOG
AVOIKPIVETOUL.
1Cor. 2:15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

Nobody becomes a spiritual man apart from the Holy Spirit. However, one is not
dictated by inspiration when one is converted and becomes spiritual.

1Cor. 3:1 Ko €ym, @ded@ol, ovK NOVVRONY ACATIGOL DUIV ©OF TVEVUATIKOIG,
QAN OG COPKIKOTG, MG VNTiolg €v XpLoTd.

1Cor. 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ.

Note comments from above.

1Cor. 9:11 €1 MUEIG VUV TG, TVEVUATIKO ECTEIPUUEV, UEYD €1 MUEIS VUAV TO
COpPKLKQ OepioOUEV;

1Cor. 9:11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap
your carnal things?

Here the word appears to be used in a more general sense, although all spiritual
things that matter come from the Holy Spirit.

1Cor. 10:3 Kol TAVTEG TO OVTO PPAUC TVEVUATIKOV EQOYOV,

1Cor. 10:3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat;

1Cor. 10:4 Kol TAVTIEC TO OVTO noua uveouowucov Emov: EMVOV YyOp €K
TVEVULATIKTG AkOAOVOOVON G TETPAG M O TETPAL NV O XPLoTOG,

1Cor. 10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

Here the spiritual food and drink was Christ Himself, so these things are sourced
in God.

1Cor. 12:1 ITgpt 8 TOV TVEVRATIKAV, AOEAPOL, 0V OEA® VUGS GYVOELV.
1Cor. 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.

The Holy Spirit obviously produces spiritual gifts.
1Cor. 14:1 dudkete TNV Ayanmv: {nAoUTe 0& T TVELPOTIKA, UGAAOV OE Tval

TPOPNTEVNTE.
1Cor. 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.

Ditto.
1Cor. 14:37 E{ tic dokel npocpmng EVOL | TVEVROTIKOG, EMLYIVOOKET®O O
YPAE® VU1V, 0Tt 100 Kvpiov eiotv évtolad.

1Cor. 14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge
that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
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Here the comments on a “spiritual man” above apply.

1Cor. 15:44 OTelPeTOl CAUN WYLYIKOV, EYEIPETUL CAUN TVEVUOTIKOV. €07TL
COUO YOYIKOV, KU1 €6TL COUN TVEVLATIKOV.

1Cor. 15:44 It is sown a natural bodys; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body.

God, of course, gives one a spiritual body, but here the word simply means a body
that pertains to the spiritual realm.

1Cor. 15:46 GAL 0V TPAOTOV TO WVEVUATIKOV, GAAX TO WYLXIKOV, ETEITA TO
TVEVUATIKOV.

1Cor. 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual.

Note comment above.

Gal. 6:1 'Adeloi, €0V KOl TPOANPOT GVOPMOTOC €V TIVL TUPAUTTOUNTL, VUELG
0l TVEVROTIKOL KUTOPTICETE TOV TOWOVTOV €V TVEVUATL TPQROTNTOS, CKOTMDV
CENVTOV UM KOl 6V TEPUGOTG.

Gal. 6:1 4 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such
an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

Here again we have spiritual people.

Eph. 1:3 Evloyntoc 6 Oeoc kot watnp 100 Kvplov qudv Incod Xpiotov, 0
EVAOYNOOC MUOG €V TAGYT EVAOYIOL WVEVLUOTIKT) €V TOIG ETOVPOVIOLG €V
Xpiothy

Eph. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

Spiritual blessings all have their source in God through Christ (by the Spirit, no?)
but this refers to blessings other than that Scripture alone that was dictated from the
Spirit.

Eph. 5:19 Koc%m)vrsg eocmmg \uoc%umg KOl DUVOLG KOl MOUIG TVELUOTIKOIC,
ABOVTEC KUl YAAAOVTEG €V TH Kapdig vU®V 1@ Kvpi,

Eph. 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;

I will comment on this at the end.
Eph. 6:12 0Tl 0VK €0TLV MUIV 1 noc?»n npog OO, KO GOpPKa, QAAD TPOC TOG

ocpxocg npog TOG e‘éonmag TPOG ’EODC_, Kocuomocrop(xg 100 clcorong 100
O1AVOG TOVTOV, TPOG TO TVEVRATIKO THG TOVNPIG €V TOIG ETOVPOLVIOLC,
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Eph. 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places.

Here the “spiritual” wickedness refers merely to that in the spiritual realm, not to
something produced by God the Spirit.

Col. 1:9 Aux 10070 KOl nuetg oc(p ng nuepocc; NKOVGUUEV, OV Ttowoueeoc VTEP
VUAV npocsuxouevm Ko OLLTODMSVOL vo. TANpwOTite TV ENLYVOGLV TOD
BEAMUOTOG QOTOD €V TAOT Gocptoc KOl GUVEGEL TVEVROTIKT],

Col. 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard i#, do not cease to pray for you,
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding;

Such understanding comes from the Spirit, but it is not by inspiration (at least not
always, and, since the cessation of the sign gifts, now it is never so).

Col. 3:16 6 A0yog T0D XPLoToD £VOIKEIT® €V VULV TAOVOING £V TAGT COPIQ
18O KOVTEG KOl VOVOETODVTEG E£0VTOVG, WOAULOIG, KO VUVOLS, KL MO
TVEVPOTIKOAG, €V XOPITL AOOVTIEG €V TT KUpdig DUAV T Kvupiwm.

Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.

See below.

1Pet. 2:5 xoi ovTtol ®O¢ AlBor {AVvieC 01koSopelcOe 0iKOG TVELPOTIKOC,
1EPATEVUD, CLYLOV, QLVEVEYKOL TVEVUATIKAG OVOI0G EVTPOGIEKTOVE TR Oed
i Inocod Xpiotoo.

1Pet. 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

The spiritual house is the church, and the spiritual sacrifices are our worship. God
the Spirit is involved in this, of course, but it is not a matter of inspiration.

Conclusion: Tvevuotikog does at times refer to something inspired by the Holy
Spirit, but it does not do so all the time. It often has the wider sense of something that the
Holy Spirit is involved with. The word can also refer simply to something in the spiritual
realm.

This word study does not prove that the “spiritual songs” are songs inspired by the
Holy Spirit, but it does indicate that this sense is very much within the realm of
possibility. It does not prove, though, that “spiritual songs” are only songs inspired by
God the Spirit. They could be uninspired songs that the Holy Spirit works on believers to
produce (as, I trust, good, Scripture-saturated, Biblical hymns were). However, the
phrase “spiritual songs” certainly does not of necessity refer to something other than the
songs of the psalter, and the phrase does not provide a command to sing uninspired songs
in Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16.
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Conclusion to the whole matter:

Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16 contain a definite command for the saints to sing
the inspired psalms in public and private worship. They do not, as far as I can see,
contain a clear command to sing uninspired songs; the threefold division could refer to
three types of psalms, or be synonyms. Note that Ephesians 5:19 employs the nouns
WYOAROG, Vuvog, and @3N, but only the two verbs &dm and ydAlm. Colossians 3:16
only employs the verb ¢d® in conjunction with the three nouns. This supports the view
that the terms are all synonymous, perhaps with the different nouns emphasizing different
sorts of songs in the psalter. Note that these words are used with overlap in the LXX and
elsewhere. (Compare Josephus’ declaration in Antiquities 7:12:3:305 that “David . . .
composed songs [®01] and hymns [Vuvog] to God[.] . . . He also made instruments of
music, and taught the Levites to sing hymns [Vuvém] to God, both on that called the
sabbath day, and on other festivals.” 0 Acvidng . . . ®AUG €1 TOV BEOV KOl VUVOLG
oVVETAENTO . . . EMOINCEV OPYOLVE TE KOTOOKEVAGOG £MOUEE TPOG VT TOVG
Anovitog DUVEIV TOV BEOV KOTA TE TNV TAOV KUAOVLUEVOV GOPPATOV MUEPUV
KOl KOTO TG AAAOG €0pTdc. Josephus clearly calls the psalms of David “hymns” and
“songs.”) Of course, Ephesians and Colossians do not state a prohibition of uninspired
songs either. However, in light of the fact that “strange fire” is offering anything in
worship that is not explicitly commanded (Leviticus 9:23-10:3), we would do well to
have an explicit command for the singing of uninspired song. (Note the arguments in
favor of uninspired hymn singing by Morey given below. They are not bad. However,
note that Ephesians 5:19 is not given as one of them; rather, the best Morey can do with
this verse is argue that it does not require exclusive psalmody). I would give you
arguments in favor of the exclusive hymnody that seems to be the de facto doctrine of
many modern Baptists, but I cannot think of any that have any weight in Scripture, nor
have I ever read any.

One thing also to keep in mind is that our uninspired hymns should follow the
pattern of the inspired psalter. Hymns should be rich in content, like the psalms. Hymns
that have a chorus are not wrong; we have one psalm with a type of chorus (Psalm 136).
However, that is the only one out of the one hundred and fifty. Furthermore, we should
have hymns about hell and judgment, just as we have songs about this in the psalms
(consider some of the powerful imprecations in the psalter). This is often not done. We
also don’t have anything in the psalter like CCM powder-puff low-content mantra
chants/choruses.

An example of the Christotelic reading of the psalter. Reading the book in this
way not spiritualizing, but Scriptural (Luke 24:44), and most helpful for one’s edification
when singing or reading the book of Psalms. The work below was a devotional I wrote to
someone else some time ago.

Psalm 69

1 9/ <<To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, 4 Psa/m of David.>>
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REMEMBER THAT CHRIST IS THE ANTITYPICAL SON OF DAVID, SO WHAT
DAVID PRAYS, UNDER INSPIRATION HERE, RELATES TO CHRIST. THE SONG
BELOW IS THE PRAYER OF THE INCARNATE SON OF GOD TO THE FATHER.
Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul.

2 I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the
floods overflow me.

SEE IN V. 1-2 THE TRIALS OF OUR SAVIOR AS HE WENT TO THE CROSS.
THEY AFFLICTED HIM DEEPLY, EVEN TO HIS SOUL—THEY OVERFLOW HIM,
AND SWALLOW HIM UP AS HE ENDURES THEM FOR OUR SAKE. CONSIDER
HIM IN GETHSEMANE; IN HIS TRIAL; AS HE CARRIES HIS CROSS; AS HE
STANDS SUSPENDED BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, SUFFERING THE
JEERS OF THE WICKED, AND THE WRATH OF GOD, FOR US.

3 I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God.
SEE HIM, SWEATING GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD, AS HE POURS OUT HIS
PRAYERS TO GOD THROUGH THE LONELY NIGHT, WHILE EVEN HIS
CLOSEST DISCIPLES SLEEP, AND ONE OF THE TWELVE, HIS OWN FAMILIAR
FRIEND, LIFTS UP THE HEAL AGAINST HIM.

4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that
would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which
I took not away.

SEE THE SINLESS ONE OPPOSED AND MOCKED BY HIS ENEMIES; HOW
THEY HATE HIM, SPECIFICALLY BECAUSE HE IS LIGHT, AND THEY ARE
DARKNESS. HIS ENEMIES ARE MIGHTY—EVEN THE GREAT KINGS OF THE
EARTH. ON THE “RESTORED” CLAUSE, I QUOTE JOHN GILL: “by rapine, force,
and violence, as the word {w} signifies; and which was done by others. Thus, for
instance, Christ restored the glory of God, of which he was robbed, and which was taken
away by the sin of man; by veiling his own glory, not seeking that, but his Father’s; and
by working out the salvation of his people, in such a manner as that all the divine
perfections were glorified by it; hence, “glory to God in the highest”, Lu 2:14. He
satisfied justice he had never injured, though others had; he fulfilled a law, and bore the

penalty of it, which he never broke; and made satisfaction for sins he never committed;
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and brought in a righteousness he had not taken away; and provided a better inheritance
than what was lost by Adam: and all this was done at the time of his sufferings and death,
and by the means of them.”

5 O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee.

ACTUALLY, HERE AGAIN, LET ME QUOTE GILL.

“Not that there was real foolishness in him, who, as man, from his infancy was filled with
wisdom, and increased in it; and, as Mediator, had the spirit of wisdom on him, and the
treasures of wisdom in him; and, as a divine Person, he is the Wisdom of God, and the
only wise God; and, as in our nature, there was no foolishness in his heart, nor in his
words, nor in his actions: but this is to be understood either of what was accounted so by
others; he and his followers were reckoned foolish and illiterate men, and the Gospel
preached by him and his apostles was foolishness to them that perished; or of what he
was charged with by his enemies; even with immorality, heresy, blasphemy, and sedition;
of all which he was innocent, and therefore could appeal to his divine Father, who knows
all things, that he was clear of all such folly; for it may be rendered, “thou knowest as to
my foolishness” {x}, with respect to what he was charged with, that there was none in
him; or else it regards the foolishness of his people imputed to him, the sin that folly of
follies, together with all the foolishness in the heart, lip, and lives of his people, before
and after conversion; these were all reckoned to him, and reckoned by him, as his own in
some sense; and which is confirmed by what follows:

and my sins are not hid from thee; meaning not any committed by him; for then he could
not have said what he does in Ps 69:4; but the sins of his people imputed to him, which be
calls his own, these must be known to his divine Father, since he is God omniscient, and
since he laid them upon him, and he made satisfaction for them to him; and which he
observes to enforce his petition, Ps 69:1; with this compare Isa 53:11,12.”

6 Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not
those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel.

SEE CHRIST’S INTERCESSION FOR HIS ELECT; HE ASKS THAT NOT ONE
THAT COMES TO THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL WILL BE ASHAMED; NONE
WHO STAND FOR CHRIST WILL BE ASHAMED ON THAT ACCOUNT; BUT ALL
WILL FIND PERFECT GRACE, FULNESS, AND GLORY IN HIM.
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7 Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face.

THE SON OF MAN ENDURED THE CROSS, THE UTMOST REPROACH OF MEN,
OUT OF LOVE FOR HIS FATHER, AND FOR HIS GLORY. HIS FACE WAS SO
MARRED, MORE THAN ANY MAN, AND HIS FORM MORE THAN THE SONS
OF MEN, AND THIS, NOT FOR ANY WICKEDNESS IN HIS HANDS, BUT
PRECISELY ON ACCOUNT OF HIS SPOTLESS OBEDIENCE TO HIS GOD.

8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children.
YEA, EVEN THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, JOHN 7:5, BUT ACCOUNTED
HIM MAD.

9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that
reproached thee are fallen upon me.

THE FIRST HAF OF THIS TEXT QUOTED OF CHRIST IN JOHN 2.

Joh 2:14* And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the
changers of money sitting:

Joh 2:15* And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew
the tables;

Joh 2:16* And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my
Father’s house an house of merchandise.

Joh 2:17* And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath
eaten me up.

THE SECOND HALF IS QUOTED IN ROMANS:

Ro 15:3* For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of
them that reproached thee fell on me.

SEE FROM THIS THAT A CHRISTOCENTRIC APPROACH TO THE PSALTER IS
NOT AN ALLEGORICAL EISEGESIS, BUT SOUND EXEGESIS. DAVID SINGS OF
HIS GREATER SON IN THE PSALTER, HE WHOM, AS HE FORSAW BY
INSPIRATION, WOULD HAVE PERFECT ZEAL FOR GOD’S HOUSE, AND WHO
BORE THE REPROACH OF THOSE WHO HATED HIS FATHER IN HIS OWN
BODY.

10 When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach.
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SEE CHRIST’S AGONIES AND SUFFERING, AND FASTING, AND HIS ENEMIES
REJECTION OF THIS, AND TURNING IT AGAINST HIM.

11 I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a proverb to them.

SEE HOW HE SUFFERS WHILE THEY SPEAK AGAINST HIM. CONSIDER AS
WELL, FROM THIS VERSE AND THE REST, HOW WONDERFUL IT IS TO SING
THE PSALTER—WE SING, WHEN WE SING PSALM 69, AND OTHERS OF THE
PSALMS, THE VERY PRAYERS OF JESUS, AND SO HAVE AN INSPIRED,
AMAZING SONG OF CHRIST RICHER THAN THAT OF ANY UNINSPIRED
HYMN. WHAT HYMN CAN COMPARE TO A SONG OF CHRIST LIKE THIS
ONE?

12 They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards.

HE WENT WITHOUT THE GATE, BEARING HIS REPROACH, WHILE MEN
CONTINUED TO MOCK HIM. THE DRUNKERDS OF THAT DAY, AND OF
OURS, MOCK AND JEER HIM, AND BLASPHEME HIS NAME.

13 9 But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: O God, in the
multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation.

SEE HOW HE SEEKS HIS FATHER. NOR DOES HE SEEK HIM IN VAIN;
JEHOVAH HAS AND WILL ANSWER THE PRAYER OF HIS RIGHTEOUS
SERVANT.

14 Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that
hate me, and out of the deep waters.

15 Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not
the pit shut her mouth upon me.

AND SO DID GOD HEAR HIS PRAYER; FOR HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD, AND
WAS THUS DELIVERED FOREVER FROM THEIR HAND, NOR COULD THE
DEEP, AND THE PIT, KEEP HIM, FOR HE CONQUERED DEATH, AND TOOK
CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE—HALLELUJAH, HALLELUJAH!

16 Hear me, O LORD:; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the
multitude of thy tender mercies.

HOW GLORIOUSLY DOES CHRIST PLEAD THE ATTRIBUTES OF HIS FATHER!
SO SHOULD WE FOLLOW HIS MODEL IN OUR PRAYERS.
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17 And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: hear me speedily.

THE FATHER DID HEAR HIM, EXALTING HIM TO THE HIGHEST GLORY AND
HONOR, AFTER HE ENDURED THE AGONY OF THE CROSS. HE ROSE FROM
INEFFABLE SHAME TO INEFFABLE GLORY.

18 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies.

AND SO HE DID FOR HIS SAVIOR, AND—HALLELUJAH!—SO DOES HE FOR
ALL OF US WHO ARE IN CHRIST, AND SO SUFFERED AND DIED WITH HIM,
AND ROSE WITH HIM, AND, IN VIRTUE OF OUR UNBREAKABLE AND
ETERNAL UNION WITH HIM, ARE CERTAIN OF EVERLASTING
DELIVERANCE AND GLORY ON HIS ACCOUNT!

19 Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries
are all before thee.

HOW DEEPLY MOVED WAS THE FATHER’S HEART AT THE SHAME
ENDURED BY THE SON OF HIS LOVE! HOW AWFUL TO BE ONE OF CHRIST’S
ADVERSARIES!

20 Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to
take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

CAN WE THINK ON THIS WITH DRY EYES? CAN WE SEE THE REPROACH
BORNE BY THE SON OF GOD, THE WRATH OF GOD HE ENDURED FOR OUR
OWN SINS, BREAK HIS HEART, WHILE NONE TOOK PITY ON HIM, AND
THERE WAS NONE TO COMFORT HIM, BUT HE TOOK THE CUP OF WRATH
TO THE UTTERMOST, AND REMAIN UNMOVED? CAN REPROACH BREAK
HIS HEART, AND OUR HEARTS NOT LIKEWISE BE MOVED?

21 They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
SEE THE SPECIFIC NT FULFILLMENT:

Mt 27:34* They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted
thereof, he would not drink.

Mt 27:48* And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.

Mr 15:23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.
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Mr 15:36 And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave
him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down.

Lu 23:36* And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,
Joh 19:29* Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with
vinegar, and put i upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.

CONSIDER LUKE 24:44: And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake
unto you, while [ was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the PSALMS, concerning me. THIS IS
HOW WE SHOULD READ THE PSALTER.

22 9 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for
their welfare, let it become a trap.
THIS AND THE FOLLOWING VERSES RECORD THE HORRIBLE THINGS THAT
WILL HAPPEN TO THE ENEMIES OF THE SON OF GOD. THEY ARE NOT
PERSONAL IMPRECATIONS AGAINST PEOPLE WE JUST DISLIKE FOR SOME
REASON, BUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE ENEMIES OF THE RIGHTEOUS
ONE AND HIS REDEEMED PEOPLE. AND THEIR DAMNATION IS JUST—WE
WANT THEM TO TURN, BUT IF THEY WILL NOT, WE CAN JUSTLY PRAY
THIS, AS THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION DID, AND REJOICE AS GOD’S
GLORIOUS JUSTICE IS MAGNIFIED IN THEIR UTTER RUIN, THEIR
UNBOUNDED MISERY, AND THEIR ETERNAL DAMNATION.

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to
shake.

THEY SINK INTO SPIRITUAL DARKNESS, FOR THEY WILL NOT HAVE THE
LIGHT. THEY WILL ETERNALLY SHAKE AS THEY ARE IN HELL.

22 9 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for
their welfare, let it become a trap.

THEY WILL NOT GLORIFY GOD FOR THE GOOD THINGS HE GIVES THEM
CONSTANTLY, AND DAILY ON THEIR TABLES, AND SO ALL THEIR MERCIES
OF THIS LIFE WILL TURN TO THEIR GREATER AGONY WHEN THEY BURN IN
HELL. THE GREATER THE CURRENT MERCIES THAT THEY SPURNED, THE
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GREATER THEIR ETERNAL DAMNATION. SEE THIS VERSE AND THE NEXT
QUOTED OF CHRIST, ROMANS 11:9-10:

And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a
recompence unto them:

10* Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back I.

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to
shake.

THEIR LOINS, WHICH ARE THE SEAT OF THEIR STRENGTH, WILL BE
WEAKENED, AS THEY WILL BE IN ABJECT TERROR BEFORE THE JUDGMENT
SEAT OF GOD, RECEIVING THEIR DUE AS ENEMIES OF HIS SON.

24 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them.
THEY WILL BEAR IT TO THE UTTERMOST.

25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.

THIS QUOTED AS WELL OF CHRIST, ACTS 1:20:

Ac 1:20* For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no
man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.

REMEMBER THAT A BISHOPRICK IS AN OFFICE, SO A POSITION. NONE
WOULD BE IN THEIR DWELLING PLACES, NONE WOULD REMAIN IN THEIR
HIGH OFFICES. RIGHT NOW THE MIGHTY OPPOSE GOD’S CHRIST, BUT
SOON THEY WILL ALL BE CUT DOWN AS GRASS, THAT WITHERS AND IS
GONE FOREVER. THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD WILL BE UTTERLY
DESTROYED IN THE TRIBULATION PERIOD, AND ONLY GOD’S KINGDOM,
WHICH CANNOT BE MOVED, AND THOSE FREE GRACE HAS MADE ITS
CITIZENS, WILL REMAIN.

26 For they persecute sim whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those
whom thou hast wounded.

THE JUST CAUSE OF THEIR ETERNAL RUIN IS THEIR REJECTION OF CHRIST,
THEIR PERSECUTION OF HIM, EVEN TO THE CROSS, THEIR HATRED AND
PERSECUTION OF HIS SAINTS, AND THEIR MOCKINGS OF HIM AND HIS
OWN, OF WHICH THE BABYLONISH POLITICO-RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, TO
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WHICH ALL THOSE WHO DWELL ON THE EARTH BELONG, IS “drunken with
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus,” REVELATION 17:6.
27 Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness.
REJECTING CHRIST, THERE IS NO MORE SACRIFICE FOR SINS, NO MEANS
OF FINDING RIGHTEOUSNESS—BUT ONLY INIQUITY UPON INIQUITY,
INFINITE UPON INFINITE, GROWING EVER GREATER, AND BEARING DOWN
UPON THEM, AS A GREAT MOUNTAIN.

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.
THEY WILL BE BLOTTED OUT FROM THOSE WITH PHYSICAL LIFE, AND
FACE ETERNAL DEATH, SEPARATED FROM THE RIGHTEOUS, WHOSE
NAMES ARE IN THE BOOK OF LIFE.

29 But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high.

WILL THE FATHER RESPECT THE INFINITE CONDECENSION, THE POVERTY
AND SORROW, OF HIS SON IN BECOMING FLESH, AND SUFFERING DEATH,
EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS, BE PASSED BY? NO—HE WILL SET HIM UP
ON HIGH, FAR ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY AND POWER, AND MIGHT, AND
DOMINION, AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, SO THAT AT THE NAME OF
JESUS EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT HE
IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.

30 9 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.
AS CHRIST SANG IN THE CHURCH, HEBREWS 2:12, MATTHEW 26:30, SO AS
OUR ASCENDED HIGH PRIEST, HE BRINGS OUR OFFERINGS TO THE FATHER
AND SANCTIFIES THEM.

31 This also shall please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath horns and
hoofs.

FOR THESE ARE NO REAL SACRIFICES FOR SIN; BUT BY HIS BLOOD HE HAS
ENTERED ONCE INTO THE HOLY PLACE, HAVING OBTAINED ETERNAL
REDEMPTION FOR US.

32 The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live that seek God.

DO WE NOT, WITH ALL OF HIS ELECT, HIS HUMBLE ONES, REJOICE AT THIS
GREAT DELIVERANCE THAT THE FATHER DID, IN RAISING HIS SON FROM
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THE DEAD TO THE HIGHEST GLORY? AND SHALL WE NOT ETERNALLY
LIVE ON THIS ACCOUNT?

33 For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners.

LET ME QUOTE GILL AGAIN [l HAVEN’T LOOKED AT HIM FOR MOST OF THE
VERSES, BUT IN SOME I HAVE, AND HE HAS SAID IT SO WELL THAT I
THOUGHT I MIGHT AS WELL JUST USE HIS WORDS—I AM SURE THAT
WHAT HE SAYS ON THE ENTIRE PSALM IS EXCELLENT MATTER.]:

Ver. 33. For the Lord heareth the poor, &c.] The prayer of the poor, as the Targum; of
the poor disciples of Christ, who were together mourning, weeping, and praying, when
their Lord was dead, and laid in the [lepulcher, Mr 16:10 Lu 24:10,33; this epithet agrees
with all the followers of Christ, who for the most part are literally poor, and are all of
them so in a spiritual sense; they are poor in spirit, and are sensible of it; they are full of
wants, and these daily return upon them; wherefore they constantly apply to the throne of
grace for help in time of need; and the Lord regards them, his eye is upon them, his heart
is towards them, his thoughts are about them, his ears are open to their cries, and his hand
is ready to supply their wants;

and despiseth not his prisoners; the same disciples of Christ; who being assembled
together, the doors were shut for fear of the Jews, Joh 20:19; it may be applied to such
who are the Lord’s prisoners; that is, for his sake, in a literal sense, as the Apostle Paul is
called the prisoner of the Lord, Eph 3:1 4:1; and there were many, both under the Old and
under the New Testament, that suffered imprisonment for their profession of religion; and
these the Lord despises not, though men may, but highly esteems and honours; and it may
be understood mystically and spiritually of such as are, in their nature state, prisoner of
sin and Satan, and the law, and, when called, are prisoners of hope; these the Lord has a
regard unto, and opens the prison doors and sets them at and directs them to the strong
hold,

34 Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and every thing that moveth therein.
AND, IN LIGHT OF WHAT HE HAS WROUGHT IN THE PREVIOUS VERSES,
CAN WE DO ANY LESS?

35 For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there,

and have it in possession.
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HE WILL CERTAINLY SAVE NATIONAL ISRAEL, AND BUILD THE CITIES OF
JUDAH, IN THE MILLENIUM—BUT HERE, AND ELSEWHERE IN THE PSALMS
WE OUGHT TO CONSIDER HOW HE WILL DO THIS FOR ALL OF WE WHO ARE
HIS PEOPLE, AND THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE, AS THE SPIRITUAL SEED OF
ABRAHAM. WE, TOO, WILL BE SAVED, AND ETERNALLY INHERIT HIS
KINGDOM—FOR HE HAS ENDURED ALL THAT IS RECORDED IN THIS PSALM
FOR US—INDEED, FOR YOU, FOR YOU KNOWN BY NAME. JESUS SAYS,
“FOR THEE, [your name], HAVE I SUFFERED THESE THINGS.”

36 The seed also of his servants shall inherit it: and they that love his name shall dwell
therein.

WE WHO ARE ABRHAM’S SPIRITUAL SEED, WHO, BY GRACE, HAVE BEEN
TAUGHT TO LOVE HIS NAME, WILL INHERIT THE EARTH, AND THE NEW
JERUSALEM, FOREVER AND EVER—FOR THE SON OF GOD HAS ENDURED
ALL RECORDED IN THIS PSALM TO MAKE THIS GREAT THING POSSIBLE.

For more information, see:

1.) My paper on Baptist singing and worship practices in England (which briefly deals
with the practices of continental Anabaptist and later American practice) after the time of
the Reformation is available at http://thross7.googlepages.com/home. 1 also have more
sources listed if one wants to study this out more.

2.) “An Examination of Exclusive Psalmody,” R. A. Morey, New Life Ministries, R. D.
#1, Shermansdale, PA 17090. A pamphlet by a Reformed fellow who argues for the
singing of both psalms and hymns and presents what look like very strong arguments
against exclusive psalmody. He demonstrates that exclusive psalmody is not Scriptural,
not required by the Regulative Principle, not found widely in church history (indeed, that
even Calvin placed uninspired hymns in his psalter), and he concludes with a specific
refutation of G. I. Williamson’s pamphlet in favor of exclusive psalmody, “The Singing
of the Psalms in the Worship of God.” The Scriptural arguments against exclusive
psalmody included (pgs. 10-11): 1.) Acts of God in wrath or grace are appropriate
occasions for the composition of new songs to celebrate these covenantal acts of God.
“This is why new songs are to be found in the historical books before the Psalms and in
the prophetic books after the Psalms. The mighty acts of God in every generation were
put to music and sung. The people of God had the freedom to write new songs to praise
God; they were never restricted to the Psalms.” a.) Before David was born Israel
composed songs, such as Miriam’s (Exod 15:20), Moses (Ps 90), and Deborah (Jud 5).
b.) David had no divine command to write the Psalms for worship services; many of
them were written for his personal edification when he was yet a shepherd boy. c.) The
presence of other authors included in the Psalms suggests that whoever had the gifts
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could exercise them for the good of God’s people. See 1 Chron 15:22, where David hires
a song writer, or 1 Chron 16, where David encouraged the priests to compose original
vocal and instrumental music to praise God. d.) After David, songs were composed to
celebrate God’s mighty acts in each generation. (i. e., Isa 5:1, 26:1, 42:10, Lamentations,
etc.). To be sure, the poeple of God did not forget all the acts of God in ages past; they
continued to sing all the old songs and hymns and Psalms from every generation. e.) A
careful reading of some of the Psalms will reveal they were written long after David,
some are even post-exilic. If the people of God were limited to David’s Psalms, why do
we find Psalms from later periods included? The only answer is that the Psalms of David
were not viewed as the finalized hymnbook for the people of God. f.) Where in the OT
do we ever find a divine command to sing only the Psalms? We are told to remember the
acts of God in past generations but also we are told by God to sing new songs to celebrate
the acts of God in our own generation. (Ps 33:3, 96:1, 98:1, etc.). The History of
Redemption in the NT has the same unfolding character as the OT. 1.) The angels open
up the age of the New Covenant with new songs, not old Psalms (Lu 2:13-14). These
new songs celebrate the incarnation and the redemptive work of God the Son. It is
apparent from the very beginning that the New Covenant will generate new songs of
praise. 2.) Mary celebrated God’s work within her by composing a glorious song of faith
and confidence (Lu 1:46-55). Thus we begin the New Testament with original songs
composed to celebrate the new acts of God in Christ Jesus. 3.) Did not the crowds
compose a new song to celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (Lu 19:37-
38)? 4.) Do we not find portions of several hymns recorded in the NT which show us
that the early Christians composed new songs to celebrate the salvation accompolished by
Jesus Christ? (supposedly 1 Cor 13, Eph 5:14, Col 1:15-20, 1 Tim 3:16, 2 Tim 2:11-14,
Jam 1:17, Rev 1:5-6, 15:3, etc.-- but this is dubious, I say. from pg. 8). 5.) Did not the
Corinthian Christians compose their own distinctively Christian songs when they shared
with their fellow saints in public worship (1 Cor 14:26)? 6.) As the NT begins with
angelic songs, so it closes with heavenly songs. It is important to ask, Are they singing
only the Psalms? No! They sing new songs to God (Rev 4:11, 5:9-14, etc.). The New
Testament people had the freedom to compose new songs to God (Rev 4:11, 5:9-14, etc.).
The New Testament people had the freedom to compose new songs to celebrate the
convenantal acts of God in their own generation. 7.) Are we told in the New Testament
to restrict ourselves to singing the Psalms in church services? No. There is not a single
verse in the New Testament where we are told to sing the Psalms, and only the Psalms, in
the public worship of the gathered church. He earlier demonstrated that the NT in
passages like Eph 5:19, etc. doesn’t teach exclusive psalmody. By the way, Morey seems
a lot less convincing after one has read Bushnell’s arguments against what he says (see
entry #3 here). Nevertheless, this writer does believe that there is a basis for singing
uninspired hymns as well as the psalms; but he cannot see any basis for forsaking the
singing of the inspired songs of the Psalter to sing only uninspired songs.

3.) The Songs of Zion, Michael Bushnell (Crown and Covenant Publications, Pittsburg,
PA: 1980). A strong presentation of the case for exclusive psalmody by a Presbyterian
who is writing to convince others in the Reformed tradition. The chapters are: 1.)
Introduction. 2.) The Regulative Principle: a.) The Historical Foundations of the
Regulative Principle b.) The Confessional Basis of the Regulative Principle c.) The
Biblical Basis of the Regulative Principle 3.) The Testimony of Scripture a.) Psalmody
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and the Old Testament Scriptures b.) Psalmody and Synagogue Worship c.) Psalmody
and the New Testament Scriptures 4.) The sufficiency and propriety of the psalter a.) The
obligation to sing psalms b.) The doctrinal and Christological sufficiency of the Psalter
c.) Biblical-Theological arguments d.) The imprecatory psalms e.) Singing as an element
of worship 5.) The testimony of history a.) The early church b.) Calvin and the origin of
Reformed psalmody c.) Psalmody and the reformation in France d.) Psalmody and the
Reformation in England and Scotland e.) The development of Psalmody in American
Presbyterianism f.) Psalmody and the Dutch Reformation g.) Concluding remarks 6.)
Footnotes 7.) Bibliography. Bushnell presents a strong case. 1 would like to read a
refutation of his book. My English Reformation Texts professor at Westminster said that
this was the best modern defence of exclusive psalmody. He presents sources on Isaac
Watts’ views on the Trinity, which he said were heretical; see: See M’Master, Rev.
Gilbert, An Apology for the Book of Psalms, Philadelphia: Daniels & Smith, 1852, pgs.
2091f., and p. 146, J. H. Allen, Historical Sketch of the Unitarian Movement Since the
Reformation, New York: the Christian Literature Co., 1894, p. 146.

Why Sing the Psalms?

1.) In worship, recognizing God for who He is, we offer God what He wants in the way
He wants it (the Baptist and other dissenter doctrine known as the Regulative Principle).
God determines what He wants in worship; we do not determine it (John 4:24, Leviticus
10:1-2, Deuteronomy 12:32, etc.).

2.) God has stated that He wants us to sing Him psalms, as well as hymns and spiritual
songs. “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19). “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” “Is any among
you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms” (James 5:13).

3.) God has given us the book of psalms to sing to Him. He has inspired 150 songs that
are exactly what He wants from us; every word of them is perfect, “given by inspiration
of God” and “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, througly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). How can we not sing them? Do we dare to say that hymns
of our own composition are better than songs God has inspired? Do we have room in our
songbooks for hundreds of uninspired songs, but none for the ones God has specifically
given us to sing to Him?

4.) The Psalms are full of Jesus Christ. David wrote of Him (Luke 24:44). They speak of
His substitutionary death (Psalm 22), His resurrection (Psalm 16:8-11, Acts 2:23-31), His
reign as King and High Priest (Psalm 110), salvation by repentance and faith in Him
(Psalm 2:12, 32:1-2, Romans 4:7-8), etc. They also cover topics from the the glory of
God (Psalm 145) to the perfection of the Scriptures (Psalm 119) to revival (Psalm 67), to
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the Christian life (Psalm 23), as well as themes often missing from modern songs, such as
hell (Psalm 9:17) and judgment upon Christ’s enemies (Psalm 109).

5.) Christ’s churches have traditionally sung the psalms. Pre-reformation “Baptists” such
as the Waldenses sung them, and post-reformation Baptists sung them for hundreds of
years (and some continue to do so today). The modern abandonment of them in many
churches is a product of the contemporary turn from Biblical and God-centered worship
to pragmatism and the exaltation of man.

The Comprehensive Psalter, a conservative, literal psalter with all 150 of the psalms set
to music is available from Blue Banner Books, P. O. box 141084, Dallas, TX 75214,
(972) 475-9164/475-2184/ http://www.fpcr.org. The Trinity Hymnal (Baptist Edition), a
hymnal with songs that follow the example of God’s inspired songs in their rich content,
rather than the shallowness of much of contemporary hymnody, and that includes parts of
all 150 of the psalms (but not all of each of God’s inspired songs), is available from the
Reformed Baptist Church of Grand Rapids, 3181 Bradford NE, Grand Rapids, MI,
49525, (616) 940-0554. (While these are a good psalter and hymnal, recommendation of
these two products is by no means an endorsement of the theological positions of their
publishers.)
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