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The Buddha and the Christ: 
Their Teachings Compared 

 

  
“One who acts on truth is happy in this 

world and beyond.”i 
—the Buddha 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto [God the] Father, but by me”ii  

—the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 Hundreds of millions of people today seek to follow the teachings of the Buddha. Many 
millions more say that Jesus Christ is the most important Person who ever lived; He is, in fact, the 
Creator of the universe become Man. Since many people seek to follow Buddhism and many others 
claim to follow Jesus Christ, a comparison of the teachings of the Buddha and Buddhism with 
those of Jesus Christ and His followers should enlighten anyone who honestly seeks for truth. 

“[T]he Buddha … encouraged critical thought about what he taught,”iii commanding: “Do 
not go upon what has been acquired by repeated hearing; nor upon tradition; nor upon what is in 
an [Eastern religion’s] scripture; nor upon surmise … nor upon specious reasoning; nor upon a 
bias toward a notion … nor upon another’s seeming ability; nor upon the consideration, ‘The monk 
[Buddha] is our teacher.’”iv “Do not accept any of my words on faith, believing them just because 
I said them. Be like an analyst buying gold, who cuts, burns, and critically examines his product 
for authenticity. Only accept what passes the test[.]”v These commands from the Buddha are 
honored when Buddhists compare Buddhism to other belief systems and apply careful tests to 
consider whether Buddhism is true or false. 

Comparably, in the Bible, God commands: “Come now, and let us reason together.”vi Jesus 
Christ promised sincere seekers for truth: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”vii “If any man [is willing to] do [God’s] will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I [Christ] speak of myself.”viii Clearly, it is 
appropriate to compare the teachings of the Buddha and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who do 
so must have a sincere heart and mind and be willing to follow the truth whatever the cost. 
 

Who was the Buddha? 
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 Buddhists state that the Buddha was a wealthy Indian prince named Siddhartha Gautama.ix 
After being confronted with the reality of suffering and death, he left his wife and infant child, 
“abandon[ing] his family” to “search for spiritual truth,”x an act Buddhists call the “Great 
Renunciation.” After some failed searching, he sat down under a fig tree, where he “received news 
that his father’s kingdom had been conquered and his relatives were prisoners of an evil king. But 
this vision did not affect his resolve. Whatever happened to his family was not his concern”; all 
was subordinated to achieving personal enlightenment.xi Buddhists claim that after Siddhartha 
Gautama overcame a variety of trials under the tree, the Buddha saw visions of his past lives, 
achieved enlightenment, and gained an understanding that the essence of existence is suffering. 
He then became a famous teacher and founded a monastic order, the Shangha. The Buddha died a 
number of years later.xii When over-zealous followers claimed he was the greatest person who ever 
lived, Buddha wisely rebuked their claims. He also “categorically … rebuffed” all attempts to 
“turn him into a god … insisting that he was [merely] human in every respect.”xiii Buddha “made 
no attempt to conceal his temptations and weaknesses, how difficult it had been to attain 
enlightenment … [and] how fallible he still remained.”xiv Buddha also never claimed any 
knowledge about the origin of the universe or about people’s future after death.xv “We usually 
expect religions to give us answers to the big questions of life, such as how the universe began, 
why we are here, and whether our souls survive after death. … Buddha … never promised … to 
any of his disciples … answers to such questions.”xvi 
 Unfortunately, scholars recognize that “Gautama … lived in a mythological mist, which 
makes it impossible to ascertain the real facts.”xvii The most commonly accepted date for Buddha’s 
death is 483 B. C., while others date it 150 years later. Dates have been given from 852 B. C. to 
252 B. C.xviii Nobody knows for certain when the Buddha lived and died, much less what he did 
during his life, which “has become encased in … legend.”xix What is more, “the oldest Buddhist 
writings were not composed until four hundred years after his death.”xx And, “the earliest extant 
copies come from around the third century AD, about seven hundred years after the probable date 
of the Buddha’s death.”xxi The large majority of Buddhist scriptures such as the Chinese Tripitaka 
have perished forever—only about 13% of this collection still exists.xxii “The extremely late date 
of even the oldest Buddhist writings and the even later date of their earliest copies makes certainty 
impossible about what Buddha actually did or taught. A “quest for the historical Buddha is 
impossible to achieve using modern historiographic standards. Buddha’s life is shrouded in the 
thick fog of … myth.”xxiii “[W]e really know very little about early Buddhism. Nor do we know 
what the Buddha actually taught. All we know is what later generations said he taught. Unlike … 
the historical Jesus in Christianity, there is no search for the historical Buddha. Such a search is 
virtually meaningless because of a lack of historical data over several hundred years.”xxiv “[A]part 
from brief quotations in inscriptions and a two-page fragment from the eight or ninth century [A. 
D.] found in Nepal, the oldest manuscripts are from late in the fifteenth century, and there is not 
very much before the eighteenth,”xxv reflecting the fact that “Buddhist literature was codified” only 
“[i]n the fourteenth century” A. D.xxvi Furthermore, “the manuscripts we do possess are so 
contradictory that one despairs of ever finding truth.”xxvii “In the case of Siddhartha Gautama, the 
historical Buddha, none of his actual words remain ... the Buddha’s actual words are lost to us.”xxviii 

 
Who is Jesus Christ? 

 
 The Lord Jesus was a perfect Man, miraculously conceived through a virgin birthxxix in the 
land of Israel. He claimed that He was sinless—perfect in His thoughts, actions, and nature—a 
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claim His followers repeated and His enemies could not refute.xxx He was a great Teacher, but 
Christ was also much more—He claimed to be “God manifest in the flesh”xxxi—the All-
powerful,xxxii All-knowing,xxxiii Everywhere-presentxxxiv One who created and controls the 
universe,xxxv now become Man to “save his people from their sins.”xxxvi Christ’s followers 
“worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God” (Mt 14:33), and He willingly received 
their worship. The Lord Jesus warned that there are many false ways that lead to eternal 
destruction, but only one narrow way that leads to eternal life: “Enter ye in at the [narrow] gate: 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat … [but] narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”xxxvii 
Indeed, Christ claimed that He Himself is that one narrow, exclusive way—He said that He is “the 
way, the truth, and the life,” so that “no man” could come to God the Father except through 
Him.xxxviii Christ not only knew the origin of the universe, but He claimed to be its Creator.xxxix 
The Lord Jesus not only knows what will happen to people after death but said that He Himself 
will be the Divine Judge who will determine whether each person enters eternal happiness or 
eternal misery, based on whether they have believed in Him.xl 

Jesus Christ validated His claims by performing countless miracles. He miraculously 
healed “great multitudes” of “all manner of sickness and all manner of disease,” essentially 
eliminating illness from the entire region where He ministered by curing of every disease, without 
even one failure, every single person who came to Him.xli Christ restored sight to people blind 
from birth, instantly cured people with damaged or entirely missing body parts by healing withered 
arms and reattaching missing ears, and raised many people from the dead, including an individual 
who had been dead for days and whose body was stinking from decomposition.xlii The earliest 
Christians could tell non-Christian contemporaries that “Jesus of Nazareth [was a] man approved 
of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know”xliii; nobody could deny the facts, for the miracles Christ did were 
abundant and undeniable. Over seventy years later, Christians could testify to the emperor of 
Rome: “But the works of our Savior were always present, for they were genuine—those that were 
healed, and those that were raised from the dead, who were seen not only when they were healed 
and when they were raised, but were also always present; and not merely while the Savior was on 
earth, but also after his death, they were alive for quite a while, so that some of them lived even to 
our day.”xliv Not just all Christian sources, but all ancient non-Christian sources, whether Jewish 
or pagan, recognize that Jesus Christ performed miracles; not a single extant ancient historical 
document denies this fact.xlv No trace at all appears in history of anyone who denied the facts; 
there were simply too many people walking around whom the Lord Jesus had healed or raised 
from the dead to question the truth.xlvi 

Christ predicted that He would die by crucifixion and then rise from the grave, and He 
fulfilled His prediction when He “died for our sins … was buried, and … rose again the third day,” 
appearing after His resurrection to men and women, believers and unbelievers (who came to faith 
after seeing Him), individuals and groups of over five hundred people.xlvii His enemies were unable 
to stop the proclamation of His having overcome death by rising from the dead, for His tomb was 
empty, despite the fact that it had been guarded by Roman soldiers who risked losing their lives if 
they allowed any violation of His grave.xlviii Immediately after His resurrection Christ showed 
Himself alive by “many infallible proofs.” After providing unimpeachable evidence for forty days, 
He ascended to heaven.xlix He will soon come again to judge and rule the world.l Every person who 
has ever lived will be raised from death to stand and be judged by Jesus Christ.li The Lord Jesus 
will “come in his glory,” and “then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall 
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be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another … Then shall [Jesus Christ] 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world[.] … Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
… And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”lii After 
Christ returns He will restore the earth to a condition of incredible peace and prosperity for a 
thousand years,liii and then create “a new heaven and a new earth,”liv a world of perfect 
righteousness, joy, purity, perfection, holiness, and love,lv where “God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”lvi 
When the Creator makes a new heaven and earth and rules over His people there, both that future 
world and its blessed and resurrected inhabitants  will be just as real as this current universe. This 
future world will exist eternally,lvii and in it “the kingdoms of this world [will] become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”lviii 
 The Bible claims to provide God’s perfect revelation, completely free from error, and the 
Lord Jesus likewise taught that the Old and New Testaments were God’s infallible truth.lix The 
facts of history validate these claims.lx Happily, “the case for accurate reporting is far better in the 
case of … Jesus … than for the best-known contemporary of Christ, [the Roman emperor] Tiberius 
Caesar.”lxi Christ’s miracles, life, death, and resurrection are attested by an abundance of 
contemporary, accurate, early, and eye-witness sources.lxii Furthermore, with over 5,500 Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament and thousands more of the Old Testament, no other document 
from antiquity comes anywhere close to the number of copies that are available for the Bible. The 
Bible remains “by far the most attested ancient work. ... if ... skeptics ... reject [its] transmissional 
reliability[,] ... then they must also consider unreliable all other manuscripts of antiquity ... [and] 
throw out [their] knowledge of the classical world.”lxiii Scholars have concluded: “It is undeniable 
that the … resurrection of Jesus is one of the best attested facts of history.”lxiv “Modern scholarship 
recognizes no plausible explanatory alternative to the resurrection of Jesus. Those who refuse to 
accept the resurrection as a fact of history are simply self-confessedly left without an 
explanation.”lxv 
 In summary, the Buddha was a fallible man who knew he made mistakes and errors. He 
had no answers to the questions of how the world or people got here nor where people go when 
they die. Jesus Christ is the sinless Son of God, the One who controls the universe and is God and 
Man united in one Person. He not only knows how the world got here and where people go when 
they die but is both the Creator Himself and the Judge whose decision determines every person’s 
eternal destiny. The Buddha’s actual teachings are unknown; Christ’s teachings are infallibly 
recorded, with historical evidence superior to what exists for any comparable individual in ancient 
history. Buddha is also dead. Jesus Christ overcame death and is alive! 
 

What Does Buddhism Teach? 
 
 As noted above, it is impossible to know anything about Buddha himself; nobody knows 
whether he taught what Buddhism now teaches. Buddhist scholars admit that the “Buddha did not 
teach Buddhism.”lxvi Historians recognize that it took about 1,000 years for many basic teachings 
of Buddhism to develop.lxvii The many different schools of Buddhism (Mahayana, Theravada, 
Vajrayana, Zen, Nichiren, etc.) are full of contradictory teachings; indeed, there are “eighty-four 
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thousand different paths a Buddhist can follow,”lxviii corresponding to the Buddhist mythlxix that 
there are “84,000 … atoms in the human body … [and] 84,000 stupas erected by Asoka, each to 
accommodate one of the 84,000 relics of the Buddha’s body.”lxx Nevertheless, according to the 
large majority of Buddhist teachers, people—selves—do not exist. The Buddhist teaching of 
anatman, “not-Self,”lxxi affirms that “the soul or any form of self or personal identity is an 
illusion.”lxxii Humans are just a number of sense impressions made up of groupings called 
skandhas.lxxiii The only true reality, the dharma, is contrasted to the illusory world in which all 
people live. Dharma also refers to the teaching of Buddha and to virtuous actions by human 
beings.lxxiv Therefore, according to Buddhism, you are not reading this right now, because you are 
not real. Your family is also not real. Even Siddhartha Gautama—the Buddha—did not exist, if 
Buddhism is true. “According to Buddhism … the Buddha does not exist because … nothing 
exists.”lxxv He was just an illusion. So are you. 
 Although (according to Buddhism) you do not really exist, you should follow the Four 
Noble Truths, so that you can escape a cycle of reincarnation and suffering and achieve nirvana. 
Buddhists are supposed to recognize: (1) Dukkha, the impermanence of the world that leads to all 
of life being suffering. (2) Suffering is caused by our longing for existence. (3) Suffering can be 
eliminated by the annihilation of consciousness and the cessation of all activity. (4) The last Noble 
Truth is the way of the Noble Eightfold Path, which leads one to enlightenment and the cessation 
of existence (and thus suffering). One must have right belief, attitude, speech, actions, livelihood, 
effort, awareness, and meditation.lxxvi Part of a right life is treating all people and animals, as 
sentient beings, equally: “the Buddha treated all sentient beings as if they were Rahula, his beloved 
son. Buddhism stresses protecting the right to life for all sentient beings.”lxxvii One is supposed to 
transcend all desires, so that even “human love from a Buddhist point of view is ultimately dukkha, 
suffering”lxxviii that needs to be put away. 

Through the practice of Buddhism one also seeks for “complete and utter self-sufficiency 
… [for] one’s own needs and aspirations [to be in] complete immutable independence from 
others.”lxxix If you practice virtue, reincarnation to what is better is supposed to take place. 
However, “the standard Buddhist position explicitly denies that the reincarnation is the same 
person as the one who died,” and very influential “Buddhist traditions … have no problem in 
affirming that the rebirth is a different person … from the one who died.”lxxx Thus for you, as an 
individual, there is no hope even if you do a lot of good, because someone else, not you, will come 
back in the next reincarnation. Indeed, it is better to speak of you reincarnating as a “thing” rather 
than as “someone,” for “the chances of incarnating as a human being are said to be so miniscule 
as to make the event almost miraculous,”lxxxi with a “human rebirth … extremely rare … as rare 
as stars seen in the daytime.”lxxxii “The Buddha likened the rarity of … [a] human existence to the 
following situation: Imagine a wooden yoke with one hole floating on the surface of an ocean 
churning with huge waves. In the depths of this ocean, there is a blind turtle. The wooden yoke 
doesn’t stay still for even a moment, and the turtle comes to the surface only one time every 
hundred years. The support of a human body, the Buddha said, is even more rarely met with than 
the turtle putting its neck through the hole of the yoke. … [O]btaining a human body is virtually 
impossible … [j]ust examine how many parasites live on or inside a single human body.”lxxxiii 
Clearly, if you return as “a cockroach in South America … it is clear that the cockroach … is not 
the same person as me … the person that [I am] has actually ceased to exist.”lxxxiv From the 
“Buddhist perspective in the scale of infinite time and infinite rebirths, the significance of each of 
us as such, as the person we actually are now, converges on nothing.”lxxxv What is more, “the exact 
workings out of karma are [extremely] complicated. … It is perfectly possible, because of the 
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complex causal patterns involved, for a person to be eminently virtuous in this life and to obtain a 
very unfavourable rebirth next time round. All [Buddhists] can be reasonably sure of is that … 
virtuous deeds will eventually produce happiness”lxxxvi at some future stage for someone in the 
long series of reincarnations. Finally, through following the Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path, 
after many reincarnations enlightenment or nirvana takes place. Buddhists, however, have “great 
difficulty explaining what … nirvana … is.” Buddha is “said to have described his teachings, the 
dharma, as a raft that ferries people over a river so wide that the passenger never knows what the 
other side looks like until reaching it. Entering nirvana is like crossing this river. Nirvana is the 
unknown.”lxxxvii Indeed, the “Buddha said” not only that people do not exist but that even “nirvana 
is illusion,” a teaching of his that he acknowledged would cause even dedicated Buddhists, 
“bodhisattvas … [with] aspiration for Bodhi [enlightenment, nirvana],” to have “their hearts 
agitated and fear-ridden.”lxxxviii Buddhists, therefore, while denying that they even exist, must 
strive to follow Buddhist teachings in the hope that if they do a good enough job they will escape 
bad karma and get off from samsara, the “wheel of existence.” If they do, they hope that something 
unknown, something that is itself an illusion, will happen to them when they cease to exist—
nirvana.lxxxix The tremendous uncertainties involved lead even a highly dedicated Buddhist to 
acknowledge: “I had no idea where I was going [after death], or even if it makes any sense to talk 
of ‘going’ at all. … [D]o I know where I am going? It seems I am going nowhere. … I really have 
no grounds for assurance.”xc 
 Some people enjoy following Buddhist teachings and practices such as meditative yoga. 
On the other hand, a sadly high percentage of people who practice Buddhist meditation suffer 
spiritual, mental, psychological, or even physical harm.xci What is more, the vast majority of 
Buddhists do not live as though they believe Buddhism is true. They act as if they believe that they 
are real; their families are real (and more important than, say, a pig, although a pig is an alleged 
equal as a “sentient being”); the world is real; and the Buddha was a real person, despite 
Buddhism’s teaching that both the Buddha and his followers do not exist. 

While the reality of suffering is hard to deny, other Buddhist teachings seem highly 
questionable. Is it obvious that the life of a shark that is about to maim or kill one’s own child, or 
parasitic worms in the intestines of one’s child that are tormenting and killing him or her,xcii are of 
equal value to one’s beloved son or daughter just because the shark and the parasites are “sentient 
beings”? Other Buddhist teachings, such as that people and the world do not really exist, or that 
one should strive to achieve nirvana although it is itself an illusion, seem so astonishingly 
implausible that they require a very high burden of proof. However, Buddhism cannot come 
anywhere close to proving that its teachings are true, for it can provide no objective proof at all for 
its ideas. Nobody has ever proved that there is a “wheel of existence,” or that reincarnation takes 
place, or that following Buddhist teachings will lead to nirvana. The Almighty God revealed in 
the Bible is able to reward good and punish evil and is able to bring the universe from a state of 
nothingness into existence, but the Buddhist worldview can provide no reason why something 
(rather than nothing) exists, nor why good deeds will be rewarded by good karma and evil deeds 
will be punished. Nor can Buddhism prove that it has the solution to human suffering. Whether or 
not we like what the Buddha taught, or whether we like what the unknown people taught who 
centuries later pretended to be the Buddha and deceitfully invented sayings in his name, is just a 
matter of liking or disliking fallible opinions and guesses. Buddha (commendably) admitted that 
he could be wrong. The Buddha also admitted that although he taught others to achieve nirvana 
he could not even describe what it was. Just like the Buddha could be wrong, the forgers who 
centuries later placed their own ideas in Buddhist writings, pretended that they were from the 
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Buddha, and convinced Buddhists to follow what they made up, could very easily be wrong. Any 
Buddhist who sincerely wants truth and genuine enlightenment should honestly face the possibility 
that Buddhism might be wrong. 
 

What Does Jesus Christ Teach? 
 

What Jesus Christ Teaches About God 
 
 The Lord Jesus Christ taught that there is one “true God”xciii who made the universe out of 
nothing;xciv “the heavens declare the glory of God.”xcv As the eternalxcvi Creatorxcvii of the space-
time universe and the personal Cause of all that exists, God “giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things,” and does not Himself need anything.xcviii The true God revealed that His name is 
“Jehovah,”xcix which He explains as meaning that He is the “I AM,”c the self-existent One on 
whom all things are dependent, while He alone is dependent upon no one or nothing; God is the 
independent Lord with self-sufficient “life in himself,”ci who sustains all created things.cii (Usually 
the name “Jehovah” is translated in the Bible as “LORD” in all capital letters.) Supremely wise, 
He “knoweth … all things.”ciii The “Almighty God,”civ He “worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will;”cv “of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.”cvi 
As the Creator of all matter, He is “a Spirit,” a spiritual, immaterial Being without a bodycvii who 
exists outside of space and time. He is both distinct from and rules over the universe while also 
being present everywhere within it.cviii As He is perfect in every way, He “changeth not”cix—He 
cannot get any better and will never get any worse. He is holy—infinitely exalted and perfectly 
good, “the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy.”cx Also, “God is 
great,”cxi and “God is greatly to be feared … and to be had in reverence of all them that are about 
him.”cxii At the same time “God is love,”cxiii and so is “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth.”cxiv Furthermore, in a way that is above complete human 
understanding,cxv the one true God has within His undivided Being three eternal and distinct 
Personscxvi—God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spiritcxvii—each having 
the whole Divine Being, yet the Being undivided; the Father is eternally Father of His eternal Son, 
and the Holy Spirit is the eternal Spirit of the Father and the Son.cxviii The Father is Jehovah, the 
Son is Jehovah, and the Holy Spirit is Jehovah, yet there is but one God—Jehovah. 
 

What Jesus Christ Teaches About Your Purpose in Life and About God’s Law 
 

God created you as a spiritual and physical being, not only with a wonderfully designed 
body but also with an immaterial soul and spirit, so that you have the mind, will, and affections 
appropriate for you to love, fellowship with, and serve God.cxix Your purpose in life is to “glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit,”cxx to please God and do His will: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created.”cxxi You can discover God’s will in the Bible. Jesus Christ taught that every 
word and letter of the Bible is God’s error-free Word, as much His speech as if you heard God 
audibly speaking out loud to you.cxxii 
 The Ten Commandmentscxxiii are an important summary of God’s will for you. Have you 
kept them? In the First Commandment, God says: Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”cxxiv 
Have you always loved, honored, and perfectly obeyed the only true God, considering His will 
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and trusting in His aid in all your decisions in life, rather than depending on your own strength? 
Do you forsake all false gods and idols? If not, you have broken the First Commandment! 
 The Second Commandment says: “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.”cxxv The invisible 
God,cxxvi who is “a Spirit,” declares that “they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth,”cxxvii and “[n]either shalt thou set thee up any image; which the LORD thy God hateth.”cxxviii 
Have you ever bowed down in front of an image, including an image of the Buddha, as part of 
religious worship, or have you hated all religious images and purely worshipped God from your 
heart in spirit and in truth? If you have not loved and practiced true worship and detested all false 
worship, you have broken the Second Commandment! 
 The Third Commandment declares: “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God 
in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”cxxix Have you 
always treated God’s name and character with the utmost reverence? Or have you ever used His 
holy name in a curse phrase or a thoughtless expression of surprise? If so, you have broken the 
Third Commandment! 
 The Fourth Commandment requires that on God’s weekly day of restcxxx you cease from 
work and assemble with His people to worship Him, calling His day “a delight, the holy of the 
LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words.”cxxxi His day of worship in this time period is the day 
Christ rose from the grave—the first day of the week, Sunday.cxxxii Have you faithfully worshipped 
the true God every Sunday in one of His true congregationscxxxiii—and loved being there? If not, 
you have broken the Fourth Commandment! 
 The Fifth Commandment orders: “Honour thy father and thy mother.”cxxxiv Have you 
always shown the deepest respect for your parents, honoring their desires and refraining from 
displeasing them in your words, deeds, thoughts,cxxxv and even your facial expression and bodily 
gestures?cxxxvi If not, you have broken the Fifth Commandment! 
 The Sixth Commandment declares: “Thou shalt not kill.”cxxxvii God forbids murder because 
people are uniquely created in the image of God,cxxxviii made by the Creator with the ability to 
fellowship with Him, to reason, and to benevolently rule the earth with its creatures for the 
Creator’s glory.cxxxix While a righteous person takes proper care of animalscxl and even the smallest 
creatures reflect the all-wise design of God,cxli human beings, as God’s image-bearers, are vastly 
more important than cockroaches or rats; and killing a person strikes at God by attacking His 
image. Even if you have never literally committed murder, Christ warned: “Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of 
the judgment: but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca [an insult in Christ’s 
day—that is, to insult someone in anger] shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall 
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”cxlii Have you, even once in your life, gotten unjustly 
angry with someone else, insulted someone, or hatedcxliii someone else in your heart? If so, you 
have broken the Sixth Commandment—you will be condemned for murder at Judgment Day! 
 The Seventh Commandment orders: “Thou shalt not commit adultery.”cxliv “Marriage is 
honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers [fornicators, the sexually immoral] 
and adulterers God will judge.”cxlv God’s good gift in husband-wifecxlvi relations is wickedness in 
all other settings. Furthermore, Jesus Christ taught: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
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lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”cxlvii Have you ever had even 
one lustful thought or look? If so, you have broken the Seventh Commandment—you will be 
condemned for adultery at Judgment Day! 
 The Eighth Commandment states: “Thou shalt not steal.”cxlviii Have you ever taken 
anything that is not yours, failed to generously give to others in need,cxlix or engaged in any unjust 
financial dealingscl of any kind? If so, you fall under God’s curse on thieves and robbers! 
 The Ninth Commandment reads: “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.”cli Have you ever told a lie? Your Judge is the “God of truth”clii who “cannot lie,”cliii 
while God’s enemy “the devil” is the “father” of the “liar.”cliv The “LORD hate[s] … a lying tongue 
… a false witness that speaketh lies,”clv and warns: “all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone.”clvi 
 The Tenth Commandment states: “Thou shalt not covet.”clvii Have you always been fully 
“content with such things as ye have,”clviii full of thankfulness,clix and free from all envy,clx 
discontent, and complaining?clxi Covetousness is the evil attitude that leads people to break the 
first nine commandments.clxii One moment of unthankfulness or discontent shows that your heart 
has within it the sinful root that leads to idolatry, murder, theft, and all other terrible evils. Beware:  
“no … covetous man, who is an idolator, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God.”clxiii 
 The Lord Jesus Christ taught that the greatest and second most important commands 
summarize what the Ten Commandments require: “Jesus said … Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law.”clxiv While Buddhism says human love is suffering that needs 
to be transcended, God says that loving other people is the second greatest commandment, more 
important than everything except loving Him. Have you always loved the true God with all your 
being, and perfectly loved all mankind? If not, you have broken the two greatest commands of all! 
 

What Jesus Christ Teaches About Your Greatest Problem—Sin 
 
 Clearly, you have not perfectly obeyed God’s commands. You are not even close. Since 
your purpose in life is to please God and do His will, your failure to do so is your greatest problem. 
God requires that all people be as good, pure, and holy as He is Himself: “Be ye holy; for I [God] 
am holy.”clxv “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”clxvi The 
Bible calls any and every failure to meet God’s perfect standard sin.clxvii The Lord commands you 
to be perfect in your acts, your thoughts, and your nature. Sin is being in any way not perfectly 
pure like God; it is doing what God says not to do, failing to do what He says to do, or not being 
in your nature as righteous as He is. Honest self-examination makes it clear that you are a sinner—
and so is everyone else you know. Why is this the case? 
 Because God is perfectly good, He created a perfect universe;clxviii “God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”clxix God made the first human couple—Adam 
and Eve—holy and free from sin, placed them in a perfect paradise, and gave them authority to 
benevolently rule the earth and its creatures. The world was free from all sin, suffering, and death. 
Adam and his wife had a personal relationship with God and were commanded to fill the earth 
with a perfectly holy and happy human race.clxx However, some of the angels (a class of heavenly 
beings God created) rebelled against Him, and the leader of these evil angels, Satan, led Adam and 
Eve to freely choose to rebel against God.clxxi Satan lied to Adam and Eve, telling them that through 
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sinning against God, seeking independence from Him instead of continuing in trusting dependence 
on Him, their “eyes [would] be opened” and they would “be as gods.”clxxii Buddhism seeks for 
“complete and utter self-sufficiency”clxxiii as “enlightenment,” but God reveals that exactly the 
opposite is the truth. What Satan said would lead man’s eyes to be opened actually led to spiritual 
emptiness, darkness, alienation from God, and blindness, to “vanity of … mind, having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart.”clxxiv Only Jehovah, the Almighty Creator, is completely 
and utterly self-sufficient, while the happiness of every person, as His creation, is found in loving, 
submissive, and complete dependence on Him. Self-sufficiency is Satan’s lie that led to the 
destruction of mankind, and true enlightenment and blessedness is found in the knowledge of and 
dependence on God: “Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto 
the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, 
thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children 
of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the 
fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is 
the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.”clxxv “Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I 
am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the LORD.”clxxvi 

Through the first man Adam’s rebellion and attempt for self-dependent enlightenment apart 
from God,clxxvii “sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.”clxxviii Spiritual death (separation from God),clxxix physical suffering and 
physical death (the separation of the human soul from the body in the grave),clxxx and the second, 
eternal death (separation from God forever in hell, the lake of fire)clxxxi entered the world only after 
sin entered into the world.clxxxii Thus, although originally “God made man upright,”clxxxiii by 
Adam’s “disobedience many were made sinners”clxxxiv; the whole human race fell in union with 
Adam, losing its blessed privilege of fellowship with God. 

You were born, therefore, as a sinner with a sinful nature. You can testify: “I was shapen 
in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.”clxxxv You also break God’s law in countless 
ways: “[A]ll have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. … There is none righteous, no, not 
one[.] … They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable.” Compared to 
God’s standard of perfection, “there is none that doeth good, no, not one”clxxxvi; “there is not a just 
man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.”clxxxvii Not only have you broken every single 
one of the Ten Commandments, and the two greatest commands of perfect love for God and for 
other people, but your very nature is sinful! “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.”clxxxviii “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?”clxxxix Your impure heart and imperfect motives corrupt even the moral things that you do, so 
even your “righteous” actions fall short and are filthy to God: “But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away.”cxc Indeed, unless God solves your sin problem, you “cannot please 
God,”cxci for in you is “nothing pure; but even [your] mind and conscience is defiled.”cxcii You are 
spiritually “dead in trespasses and sins,” under the control of Satan, “the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience,” and are enslaved to “the lusts of [your] flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind; and [are] by nature the chil[d] of wrath.”cxciii Sin so dominates your 
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mind, will, and desires that you are not even able to come to Christ for deliverance apart from His 
drawing you: “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him.”cxciv 
 Because of God’s holiness and justice, His law curses sin and sinners and demands that sin 
be punished: “Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them.”cxcv Since “the wages of sin is death,”cxcvi including “the second death … 
the lake of fire,”cxcvii your problem is not only suffering in this life. Your problem is “sin … [which] 
bringeth forth death.”cxcviii Attempting to deal with the problem of suffering while ignoring the 
holy God against whom you have sinned is the height of folly. Suffering in this world and death 
for the body are indeed evils and temporal judgments because of sin,cxcix but they are not your most 
important problem. Rather, the Lord Jesus warned: “Fear him, which after he hath killed hath 
power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.”cc If in this physical “lifetime … thou … 
receivest thy good things,” as you enjoy temporary feelings of tranquility from Buddhist 
meditation and from mystical experiences, but after death “art tormented,”cci what have you 
gained? It would be far better for you to suffer the terrible evil of bodily mutilation, losing your 
“hand,” or “foot,” or “eye,” yet “enter into [eternal] life … the kingdom of God,” than “having 
two hands … two feet … [and] two eyes … to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”ccii 

Consider that, because of your sins, your “damnation is just,”cciii you are “condemned 
already,”cciv “the wrath of God abideth on”ccv you, and that you “shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone … and the smoke of [your] torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and [you will] have 
no rest day nor night.”ccvi According to the Lord Jesus Christ, your worst problem—by far—is 
your sin, the separation from God that it produces, and the righteous Divine curse and wrath under 
which you stand. At any moment Christ could return to earth,ccvii or you could die, not to be 
reincarnated, but to face judgment for your sin: “[I]t is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment.”ccviii Ask: “Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings?”ccix The Lord Jesus warned: “Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”ccx How will you escape?  
 

What Jesus Christ Teaches About the Price of Salvation from Your Sin 
 

 Although God could have justly left all mankind to perish in sin and everlasting suffering, 
He provided a way of escape! Foreknowing that mankind would sin, the one God—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—made a plan to save sinners.ccxi God the Father would send God the Son, Jesus 
Christ, to become Man, uniting a true human nature to His Divine Person. He who from eternity 
was the “Son of God”ccxii now became also the “Son of Man.”ccxiii Christ, the God-Man, would live 
a perfect life in full obedience to the law, suffer and die a substitutionary, sacrificial death to satisfy 
the penalty owed by sinful mankind, and then rise from the grave, shattering the power of sin and 
death for those who receive the benefit of His sacrifice. God the Holy Spirit would then apply the 
merit of Christ’s sacrifice to every sinner who would come to the Lord Jesus to receive eternal 
life—a spiritual coming to Christ which the Spirit Himself would enable for those spiritually dead 
sinners.ccxiv God placed an immeasurable value upon you by having the Son unite to His Divine 
Person a human nature just like yours (except without sin),ccxv then bear the terrible penalty you 
owe for your sins, so that Christ could be offered to you as “the Saviour of all men.”ccxvi “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
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himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”ccxvii 
You are not just a meaningless water droplet in an infinite ocean of reincarnations. God loved you 
personally so much that He lowered Himself to unite human nature to Himself and suffered the 
infinite pain and punishment you deserve for your sins! “God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”ccxviii 

Thus, the “gospel” or “good news” of salvation is “that Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day.”ccxix “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”ccxx God the 
Father placed the penalty of your sin upon Christ, and the Lord Jesus satisfied the just punishment 
you deserve for your sin when He died on the cross. “[T]he Son of man came … to give his life a 
ransom for many.”ccxxi “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us.”ccxxii God’s law demands perfect righteousness for entry into heaven, but Christ died as your 
Substitute so that His death and shed blood could pay for your sin, and you could have His 
righteousness put to your account and be counted righteous in God’s sight because of Christ’s 
work for you. You can be saved, not through your own works, but through Christ’s work; not by 
your attempts to obey the law, but by His perfect obedience to it and death to satisfy it. You need 
perfect righteousness, so God the Father “hath made [Jesus Christ] to be sin for us [on the cross], 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”ccxxiii “In … Christ … 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.”ccxxiv “Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but [made alive] by the Spirit.”ccxxv “Jesus Christ … loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.”ccxxvi 

Having completely satisfied the penalty for sin, Christ rose victoriously from the grave, 
shattering the power of death and ascending to heaven to be the perfect Advocate before God the 
Father for all those who receive the benefit of His sacrificial death. “[W]e have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous … he is the propitiation [satisfaction, redemptive sacrifice] 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”ccxxvii Christ is the 
perfect and sole Mediator between mankind and God the Father. Because Christ is true God, He 
could fully bear and satisfy the penalty of sin, could fully know and fully reveal the Father, and 
has perfect power and ability to save. Because Christ is true Man, He could perfectly keep the law 
given to mankind, could stand in the place of the human race in His sacrificial death, and is able 
to perfectly identify with and represent His redeemed people. “[T]here is one God, and one 
mediator between God [the Father] and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for 
all.”ccxxviii Thus, by Christ’s “one offering he hath perfected for ever”ccxxix those who receive the 
benefit of His sacrifice. Jesus Christ, the God-Man, having overcome death and risen from the 
grave, is “exalted … to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance … and forgiveness of 
sins.”ccxxx “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.”ccxxxi The Lord Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”ccxxxii There may be 84,000 paths, as Buddhism 
affirms, but 83,999 of them are lies that lead to incomprehensibly terrible and everlasting ruin. 
Only one way—the Lord Jesus Christ—leads to everlasting life.  
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What Jesus Christ Teaches About How You Can Receive Salvation 
 
 The Lord Jesus preached: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
ye, and believe the gospel.”ccxxxiii To receive eternal salvation in the kingdom of God, you must 
repent and believe the good news about what Christ accomplished to save you through His death 
and resurrection. 

Repentance is turning from your sins to submit to Christ as Lord: “Repent, and turn 
yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.”ccxxxiv “[R]epen[t] … of 
[your] murders … sorceries … fornication … thefts … [and other sinful] deeds.”ccxxxv “[R]epen[t] 
… of the works of [your] hands, that [you] should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, 
and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk … to give [God] 
glory.”ccxxxvi You must not only repent of immoral actions, but you must repent of your false 
religion. You cannot simply add the God of the Bible or add the Lord Jesus to other gods and 
worship the other gods and the true God. You must turn from all false religion, including 
Buddhism, and submit to the one true God, Jehovah, the Creator—the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—as your King: “tur[n] to God from idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,”ccxxxvii for “if thou do at all forget the LORD 
thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this 
day that ye shall surely perish.”ccxxxviii “The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, 
even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens.”ccxxxix “Thus saith the LORD 
the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside 
me there is no God.”ccxl Do not deceive yourself—there is not the slightest doubt that unless you 
“repent, ye shall … perish.”ccxli Turn—or burn! 

The moment you repent, you must also believe on or trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
promised: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”ccxlii 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”ccxliii “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.”ccxliv You can receive the salvation purchased by Christ through repentant faith 
alone—you cannot earn or deserve salvation in any way. “For by grace [God’s undeserved favor] 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast.”ccxlv God gets all the glory in saving sinners by His grace alone—all attempts 
to merit or work for salvation are a rejection of His mercy: “And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise 
work is no more work.”ccxlvi “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us … through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified [declared 
“righteous” or “just” on the basis of Christ’s death as your Substitute] by his grace, we should be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”ccxlvii Reject any trust in the Buddha or Buddhism; 
reject any trust in good karma or in moral actions; reject all confidence in yourself; reject self-
sufficiency; reject any trust in your attempts to keep God’s law in the past or promises to keep His 
law in the future, and place your full faith, confidence, and dependent trust only in Jesus Christ, 
who died for your sin and rose again. 

Any split trust, partially in Christ and partially in anything or anyone else, is a faithless 
rejection of what Christ did on the cross to save you: “Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified. … I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by 
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the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”ccxlviii You must stop working for salvation in order to believe 
on Christ and receive it for free as God’s gift: “[T]o him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. … God imputeth righteousness 
[credits the merit of Christ to sinners] without works.”ccxlix “[A]ll have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins …to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what 
law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law.”ccl You must immediately repent and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
 

What Does Jesus Christ Do For Those Who Receive Salvation? 
 
 The moment you come to the Lord Jesus Christ in repentant faith, He will give you an 
eternal salvation that you can never lose. Christ promises: “And I give unto them [the redeemed] 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. I and my Father are one.”ccli Once Christ has taken away your sin through His death as your 
Substitute on the cross, and given you His righteousness as your legal standing before the Father, 
you can rejoice that not only God’s love, but His very holy justice requires your salvation. Your 
sin debt forever satisfied, the very righteousness that before demanded your condemnation now 
demands your salvation! “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.”cclii Once saved, you are always saved; you will never, ever face the penalty of sin in 
hell! 

The moment you come to Jesus Christ, God will also transform you, shattering the control 
of sin in your life and making you a new person: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”ccliii The first part of the 
Bible is called the Old Testament or Old Covenant, while the second part of the Bible is called the 
New Testament or New Covenant, named after God’s promise of forgiving, transforming 
inwardly, and personally entering into relationship with those who are redeemed by the Son of 
God: “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant … I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be 
to me a people: and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.”ccliv “[F]rom 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them … and ye shall be my people, and I will be your 
God.”cclv Although God’s people still sin,cclvi they can never be dominated, controlled, or enslaved 
by sin again: “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace.”cclvii Once you are saved, you are always saved, not only from the penalty of sin, but from 
its control or power. You will never, ever be in bondage to sin again! 
 The moment you trust in Christ, God also enters into an intimate relationship with you; 
instead of being “of your [spiritual] father the devil,”cclviii you become God’s adopted child and 
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heir: “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba 
[an intimate term of filial affection], Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”cclix Every sinner who trusts in Christ was in eternity 
past loved, chosen and given by the Father as a love-gift to His Son, who receives all the people 
the Father gave Him, loves them, and purchases them for Himself at the cost of His own life on 
the cross. God the Holy Spirit likewise loves, draws to Christ, and keeps them all.cclx If you will 
come to Christ, the Father says to you: “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore 
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”cclxi Even before creation, the Son was rejoicing with the 
Father in love and delight over those needy sinners He had set His heart upon and determined to 
save: “Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
before him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of 
men.”cclxii Every one of these, having come to Christ, knows the “love of the Spirit,”cclxiii which is 
infinitely better than anything any man-made religion, including Buddhism, can offer. 

Not one whom the Father, Son, and Spirit save can ever lose salvation and be eternally 
separated from God in hell; on the contrary, the sovereign God controls every single aspect of their 
lives on earth, from outward prosperity to difficult trials, for their eternal good and His glory: “And 
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow [know from eternity as those who would 
believe and be redeemed], he also did predestinate [predetermine] to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect 
[chosen]? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we 
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”cclxiv So once you are saved, you are always saved, not only from sin’s penalty and power, 
but also from your old spiritual “family” of sin, death, and the devil. You become permanently and 
eternally God’s adopted child, with an unbreakable relationship that, from the moment God 
establishes it, is as certain and secure as God’s unchanging promises, faithfulness, and character 
can make it! 
  The Lord Jesus called this glorious and eternal deliverance from sin’s penalty and power, 
and adoption into God’s spiritual family, being “born again.” (Christ’s language has nothing to do 
with the Buddhist idea of reincarnation, and the Bible explicitly denies that reincarnation 
happens.cclxv) Jesus Christ taught that everyone who has been born again is certain of eternal bliss 
in the heavenly presence of God, while everyone who has not been born again is certain of the lake 
of fire: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. … Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”cclxvi You cannot be born again 
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by self-discipline and Eastern meditation, by moral actions or religious rituals, by anything some 
other person can give you or anything you can do for yourself—the new birth is from God. But if 
you will believe on God’s Son, transferring your allegiance and dependence to Him, you will be 
born again today: “But as many as received [Christ], to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood [human heritage], nor 
of the will of the flesh [any merit of your own], nor of the will of man [any religious ritual or act 
someone else can perform for you], but of God.”cclxvii Have you been born again? 
 

The Buddha or the Christ: Which Will You Choose? 
 
 In this study we have briefly compared the persons and teachings of the Buddha and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is time for you to make a choice. 
 Following the Buddha and his teachings means that you choose a mere man who made 
mistakes, did not know how the world came into existence, did not know what would happen after 
death, could give no proof that his teachings were true, and who long ago died and remained dead. 
Indeed, choosing Buddha means choosing a man about whose life and teachings the historical facts 
have perished. Contradictory schools of Buddhism follow the teachings of people about whom we 
frequently know nothing other than that they deceptively forged writings centuries after Buddha’s 
death and pretended that they were from the Buddha. By following the teaching of whichever 
school of Buddhism you find attractive, you hope to eventually cease to exist in nirvana, a concept 
the Buddha encouraged others to seek but could not even explain. In Buddhism, you choose a 
religion that cannot explain the past and the existence of the world, cannot prove its teachings are 
true, cannot know anything about what its founder actually did or taught, requires you to believe 
absurdities such as the idea that you do not really exist now, offers as your highest goal ceasing to 
exist, and cannot prove that its promises about the future will be fulfilled. Buddhism is uncertain 
and hopeless, because it rejects the truth about the Almighty God who created and controls all 
things and has revealed Himself in the Bible and in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

However, for some people, pressure from family and friends makes it easier to follow 
Buddhism than to follow Christ. When only one family member believes in and loves the Lord 
Jesus, displaying unselfish love to his friends and relatives, Christ warned that “a man’s foes shall 
be they of his own household.”cclxviii Non-Christian family members often are unhappy when 
someone is born again and trusts in Jesus Christ. Many people also reject Jesus Christ because 
they do not want Him telling them what to do and hate the idea of the Bible ruling their life. The 
president of the USA’s largest atheist organization has repeatedly stated: “Even if Jesus ... rose 
from the dead [and] there’s a God [and] I don’t deny any of that ... does NOT mean that he is my 
Lord. ... I [would rather] go … to hell. It would be worse of a hell [in my opinion] for me to bow 
down before a Lord ... Even if I agreed 100%, I would still reject that Being as a Lord of my life 
... to live and enjoy ... life unshackled from the demands ... [of a] Lord. ... [T]hat’s more important 
than all this historicity stuff, [this question of whether in real space and time Christ really rose 
from the dead,] [in denying] which ... I might be wrong.”cclxix For this leading atheist, and for many 
other people who do not as boldly rebel against the truth, rejecting Jesus Christ is not about logic, 
facts, and historical evidence, but about rebellion and wanting to live their own way. The Bible 
promises: “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”cclxx The Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself suffered an extremely painful and shameful death on a cross, and told those who 
were considering following Him that they too should expect to suffer and possibly even die for 
Him: “And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 
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Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?”cclxxi Perhaps practicing Buddhism will prevent you from suffering 
persecution that you may face if you follow the Lord Jesus Christ. However, any short-term ease 
you gain will be infinitely outweighed by failing to know the personal fellowship and tender care 
arising from having your Creator as your adopted Father,cclxxii by failing to have the eternal Son of 
God become Man unashamed to call you “friend” and “brother,”cclxxiii and by failing to experience 
the “comfort of the Holy [Spirit].”cclxxiv It is also absolutely certain that you will fail to receive 
eternal life and will suffer forever in the lake of fire. 
 If you turn from Buddhism to Jesus Christ, your Lord will be One who is God—the 
Almighty Creator of the universe—become Man. You will have as your resurrected Savior the 
One who is sinless, perfect, all-knowing, and infinitely “full of grace and truth.”cclxxv You also will 
have God’s own speech, the Bible, to delight in and follow. Rather than depending on yourself in 
vain attempts to overcome life’s suffering, you will have God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
personally taking care of you, so that “all things” in your life work for His glory and your eternal 
good.cclxxvi You will personally know the “God [who] is love”cclxxvii both now and for all eternity. 
And you will be able to say: “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. … Worthy is [Christ who] was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto [God the Father] that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto [Christ] for ever and ever.”cclxxviii 
 Will you respond today to Jesus Christ’s call? “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.”cclxxix “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life … him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”cclxxx Turn from Buddhism to Jesus Christ today! 
Tomorrow it may be too late: “[B]ehold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.”cclxxxi “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth.”cclxxxii 
 

For more information, or to start a Bible study with a trained Bible teacher in order to learn 
more about the truth of Scripture, about God, about the Savior, Jesus Christ, and about how you 
personally can be saved from your sins, visit or contact: 
 

Bethel Baptist Church 
4905 Appian Way / El Sobrante, CA 94803 

(510) 223-9550 / faithsaves.net 
bbcelsobrante.org / bcaelsobrante.org 

YouTube.com/c/KJB1611Baptist/;  Rumble: KJBIBLE1611 channel 
Discover how you can personally know the true God: 

faithsaves.net/salvation/ & faithsaves.net/Bible-studies/ & faithsaves.net/testimonies/ 
Discover evidence for God and the Bible: 

faithsaves.net/Gods-Word/ & faithsaves.net/science/ 
Learn about different world religions and about groups in Christianity: 

faithsaves.net/different-religions/ 
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